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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: 33 YEARS, 200 ISSUES 
Harry E. Salyards 

Thirty-three years ago this September 15, a new coin publication opened with these words: 

“This is the first issue of PENNY-WISE. Whether it survives beyond this issue, 
depends upon you, the readers, most of whom are members of a correspondence 
club in numismatics, the EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS. All members of EAC 
share a mutual interest - the collecting of U. S. Large Cents.” 

That issue was comprised of nine pages total, plus a two-page roster of 76 club members, living in 
26 states. Twenty years later, in September 1987, I reexamined that list, and found that 20 of 
those 76 people were still members. Over the subsequent 13 years, death has claimed a number of 
illustrious members of that group of 20. A quick scan of the remainder finds only a few names of 
active contributors— Loring and Wright atop the list. Therefore, I would suggest that the future is 
Mill defined by an updating of those first two sentences: 

“This is the 200th issue of PENNY-WISE. Whether it survives beyond this issue, 
depends upon you, the readers...” 

I am utterly serious. Look at the list of contributors to the five issues published thus far this year- 
knock out the 10 to 15 names that appear again and again, and you’d have precious little left. And 
that 10 or 15 people represents about the same percentage of our current 1300-plus members, as 
Loring and Wright did for that original group of 76. 1-2% continue to carry the other 98-99%. 
And that leaves us vulnerable. 

Vulnerable to individual burnout. Vulnerable to petty bickering, and snide comments, and nursed 
grudges. And it’s time to move on. 

I make no apologies for how I’ve handled the events of the past six months. I’ve been accused of 
“continued fanning of the Reynolds/Sale flames.” I reject that. I fanned nothing. I simply gave all 
sides their ‘say,’ without immediate orchestrated rejoinders. I chose that way because, as an old 
debater, I recognize how often the last word carries the day not because it’s right, but because it’s 
last. I’ve never seen an organization shattered as a consequence of free and honest discussion , but 
I’ve seen several critically weakened by a refusal to discuss some ‘gentlemen’s agreement’ 
wrought in secrecy. A little more light never hurt any subject. 

John Wright forwarded me the comments of one resigning member: “too much infighting and too 
many cliques within EAC. EAC no longer serves the best interests of the hobby.” Let’s take those 
accusations in turn. ’’Infighting”: the very word carries an odor of naked self-interest at work, and 
I don’t think that’s been the case. Instead, honorable men of vastly different opinions have 
strongly expressed those opinions. I see that as an opportunity for growth, not imminent collapse. 
“Too many cliques”: true only if, by choice , we continue to pull apart, rather than pull together. 
One active clique is one too many! Still, if you love the coins, and you love the camaraderie of 
99% of the members of the club— that unique camaraderie of which Chuck Heck speaks, in his 
pieces in the “Collector Notes” section of this issue— I can’t imagine quitting in disgust over some 
perceived wrong involving the other 1%. That sounds like a thinly-disguised excuse for simple 
burnout, to me. ”EAC no longer serves the best interests of the hobby”: That I reject ! If 
publishing Sholley’s researches in the Archives, and Eckberg’s statistical analyses, and Carr’s 
helpful hints to beginners, and all the other contributions we publish as a labor of love every two 
months, aren't serving the best interests of the hobby, then I can’t imagine what would be! 

Can we do better— grow together— achieve wider active participation? Absolutely. As always, 
“Whether I P-Wj survives beyond this issue, depends upon you.” Keep those lovingly crafted 
articles and letters coming ! 
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Rarities and Hoard Coins — the 1825-1857 Half Cents 

William R. Eckberg 

Hard data backing up most rarity ratings are hard to come by. For the rare varieties, 
databases such as the 1/200 Survey can be used to determine the approximate number 
of survivors with some accuracy, despite the lamented decision of a few major 
collectors not to participate in this effort. However, with less than 200 participants, it is 
possible for a variety to be represented in each collection and still be low R4 or high R3! 
Specialist dealers may keep accurate records of the inventory that passes through their 
hands ( e.g . 1), but they may handle rarer coins relatively more often than common 
coins, and they may handle the same coins repeatedly. Without detailed, reliable 
provenance records, such data can be misleading. 

I have been following the appearances of half cents on eBay and keeping a database 
of these appearances (2). The validity of this database has been clearly established, and 
during the two months in which I collected the data reported herein, it included about 
900 half cents dated from 1825-57. This includes over 1% of the probable existing 
population. Keeping and analyzing this database has allowed me to estimate the sizes 
of the surviving populations of the R1-R3 half cents with considerable accuracy. I 
continue to gather data on the earlier issues and will report on their surviving 
populations during the next few months. 

In addition to the eBay population, there is another, mostly separate, population of 
these coins. They are certified Mint State coins, slabbed by the major grading services. 
Analysis of these two databases produces some interesting findings and predicts the 
existence of at least two unreported hoards. 

The Surviving Population 

Despite the small mintage of Coronet Head half cents relative to the Draped Busts 
and Classic Heads, all of them are common. Because they survive in a larger percentage 
than do those of any other type, no variety has been suggested to be scarcer than R2. 
The Late Classic Head half cents are also generally common, but this group includes a 
few scarce varieties. 

Table 1 provides estimates of the surviving populations and rarities of these dates. 
Of the 23 varieties in these series, only 9 have claims to being scarcer than Rl. The 
scarcest are the 1825 Cl and 1826 C2. They are both considered R3 (201-600 estimated 
survivors). They both are R3, and the 1826 C2 is probably R3+ as suggested by Breen 
(3). These varieties are truly scarce. 

The varieties of 1849, 1850, and 1857 have all been described both as Rl and R2. 
Indeed, close to 2,000 appear to exist for the 1849 and 1850. Determining whether they 
are high Rl or low R2 would require development of a a lot of work to obtain 
information that is insignificant. Whether a variety is R2- or R1+ is of no consequence in 
the market. However, another Coronet Head has turned up as infrequently as any of 
these: the 1856. Interestingly, this date is also represented in the 1/200 Survey by the 
fewest examples. The data indicate that all Coronet half cent varieties are common , but the 
1849 , 1850, 1856 and 1857 are less so. 
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Table 1. Estimated Rarities and Surviving Populations of 
Late Classic Head and Coronet Half Cents 

estimated 



survivors 

R 

1825 

Cl 

440 

3 


C2 

4,100 

1 

1826 

Cl 

3,700 

1 


C2 

210 

3+ 

1828 

Cl 

4,300 

1 


C2 

3,500 

1 


C3 

5,300 

1 

1829 

Cl 

3,800 

1 

1832 

Cl 

1,550 

2 


C2 

1,250 

2 


C3 

1,650 

2- 

1833 

Cl 

4,600 

1 

1834 

Cl 

5,300 

1 

1835 

Cl 

4,700 

1 


C2 

4,200 

1 

1849 

Cl 

1,900 

2- 

1850 

Cl 

1,900 

2- 

1851 

Cl 

5,600 

1 

1853 

Cl 

5,800 

1 

1854 

Cl 

2,600 

1 

1855 

Cl 

4,500 

1 

1856 

Cl 

1,600 

2- 

1857 

Cl 

1,600 

2- 


1831 "Business Strikes" 

There are no coins of this vintage that are considered R4 or higher other than the 
1831. Fewer than 20 alleged non-proof examples of this variety survive. The 2.3% 
survivorship characteristic of the type (2) predicts about 50 survivors from a reported 
mintage of 2,200; the surviving number is under half that, so if such coins were 
produced they are much rarer than would be expected. By contrast, all other rare half 
cent dates (1796, 1802, 1811) are overrepresented in the surviving population relative to 
their original mintages (see upcoming issues of P-W for the evidence on the 1802 and 
1811), evidently because they were recognized early on as rare dates and saved as a 
result. Thus, if 2,200 business strike 1831 originals were minted, more than 50 should survive. 
This is clearly not the case, so the business strikes reported probably were dated 1832 as 
suggested by Manley (3). He also points out that the 1831 original is no more common 
than the proof-only 1836 original (3). The survival data are not consistent with the hypothesis 
that any business strike 1831 half cents exist. There is no evidence to conclude that any 
business strike 1831s were produced. Thus, there is no reason (other than "tradition") to 
continue to list the variety among the regular half cent issues. 

Are Any Varieties More Common Than Has Been Supposed? 

Yes. The 1828 Cl and C2 (12-star) varieties have been reported to be at least R2; the 
Cl is even listed in the 1 / 200 Survey as R3. However, the data show each to be very 
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common. The Cl has been represented by 41 examples, the C2 by 33 and the C3 by 52 
(an additional 31 were not illustrated by photos and thus could represent any of the 
three varieties). These data indicate that there are, at the minimum, about 3,000 examples of 
the 12-star, nearly 4,000 examples of the Cl and more than 5,000 examples of the C3. 
Furthermore, while the data confirm the Cl to be less common than the C3 in circulated 
grades, the difference is small (~25%). This has been noted before (4). Why might the Cl 
and C2 varieties be thought uncommon? The answer most likely lies in the fact that 
both of them are very rare in true Mint State, whereas the C3 is the Collins hoard 
variety. This hoard contained a thousand or more specimens of this variety in Mint 
State (5, 6). The commonness of the C3 in Mint State (nearly 700 specimens certified as 
Mint State by PCGS and NGC) may account for the perceived scarcity of the other 
varieties. 

Are Any Varieties Scarcer Than Has Been Supposed? 

Not really. All three 1832s appear to be R2. Traditionally, only the Cl variety has 
been considered to be R2, but these varieties are about equally available and are more 
common than the reported mintage would suggest, indicating that many must have 
been struck in 1833. As a date, the 1832 is no more scarce than the 1829 or 1833. 

How Do Hoards Affect Survival? 

Hoards of uncirculated early coins skew the normal grade distribution, making Mint 
State and About Uncirculated specimens more common than they would otherwise be. 
Hoard coins are also often available with significant mint red. With the exception of the 
Boston hoards of the 1800 Cl and Chapman hoard of the 1806 C4, all of the reported 
significant hoards of half cents consisted of late Classic Head (1828 C3 [Collins], 1833 Cl 
[Guttag], and 1835 Cl and C2 [Sears]) and Coronet Head (1854 Cl [Gies] and 1855 Cl 
[Elder]) varieties (5, 6). With the exception of the Collins hoard of 1896, all are believed 
to have come to light during the bank holidays of the 1930s or thereafter. 

The PCGS and NGC data used here consist of coins they have graded Mint State. 
The eBay database consists largely of circulated coins. Certified Mint State coins appear 
on eBay, but they are relatively few. The PCGS /NGC data are not as accurate as the 
eBay data as most slabbed coins are unattributed, many are resubmitted in hopes of a 
higher grade, and many specialists do not have their coins slabbed. Comparing the 
relative appearances of dates in these two databases can tell us which dates are more 
and less common in Mint State with and without mint red, and may thereby allow us to 
develop objective criteria for predicting the existence of unreported hoards. 

Table 2 shows the results of this comparison. For the Late Classic Heads, the 1825, 
1826, 1829 and 1832 dates all appear in relatively low numbers in the certified coin 
database, and all are very difficult to find with mint color. As expected, none of these 
are known from hoards. Similarly, the 1835 varieties exist in the certified database in the 
relatively largest numbers both with and without mint color, and this date is known to 
have comprised the Sears hoard of 1,000-2,000 coins. The 1828 C3 comprised the Collins 
hoard, believed to have contained about 1,000 coins. It does not appear at a particularly 
high rate in the certified population, but it has a large fraction with mint color. This 
seeming incongruity results from the fact that, of the three 1828 varieties, all of which 
are common, only the C3 was included in the Collins hoard. For the 1835, both varieties 
were included in the hoard. Indeed, taking the C3 variety alone reduces the "% of eBay" 
to 13.5% and so increases the "% cert/% eBay" fraction to 1.98, the highest for the type. 
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In other words, a substantial fraction of the surviving population of this variety must 
have been included in the Collins hoard. 

Table 2. Comparison of the Populations of Certified Mint State and eBay 
Late Classic Head and Coronet Half Cents 


% of % of % cert %color 
Date eBay cert MS /% eBay /%cert 


1825 

9.7 

3.2 

0.33 

0.08 

1826 

8.0 

4.0 

0.51 

0.19 

1828 

27.0 

26.7 

0.99 

1.26 

1829 

7.5 

6.5 

0.87 

0.44 

1832 

9.3 

4.8 

0.51 

0.38 

1833 

9.2 

15.2 

1.66 

1.09 

1834 

10.5 

12.1 

1.15 

0.70 

1835 

18.8 

27.5 

1.46 

1.29 


100.0 

100.0 



1849 

7.3 

5.0 

0.69 

0.36 

1850 

7.7 

3.3 

0.43 

0.30 

1851 

22.0 

12.7 

0.58 

0.92 

1853 

22.3 

18.0 

0.81 

0.31 

1854 

10.3 

14.7 

1.42 

0.86 

1855 

17.7 

28.1 

1.59 

1.53 

1856 

6.3 

8.1 

1.28 

0.93 

1857 

6.3 

10.1 

1.59 

1.31 


100.0 

100.0 




The 1833 has been reported to have come from a hoard of several hundred that 
were dispersed by the Guttag brothers in the 1930s. Breen (5) has a color plate 
illustrating a roll of 25. Close to 400 have been certified by PCGS and NGC. Mint State 
coins of this date are over-represented relative to circulated specimens, and a 
substantial fraction (about one-third) of the slabbed Mint State coins retain mint color. 
Thus, the findings for this variety are consistent with both hypotheses. 

The 1829 appears with some frequency in Mint State, but it is rare with mint red. No 
hoards of this date have been reported. The 1834 exists in quite large numbers in high 
grades, but no such hoards have been reported. Indeed, the fraction with mint color 
relative to the total Mint State population is small. These observations suggest that a 
significant fraction of Mint State coins retaining mint color is a better predictor of a hoard than 
a significantly large survival of Mint State coins, per se. 

For the Coronet Head series, none of the 1849-1853 varieties appear to be hoard 
coins. There are many Mint State 1851 and 1853 examples, but that is due to the large 
mintage of these dates; proportionally, they are under-represented in Mint State. Each is 
also difficult to obtain with much mint red, although the 1851 is not as difficult as the 
others. The 1850 appears to be the least common in Mint State as reported (3). By 
contrast, the 1854 and 1855 are known to have been preserved in substantial hoards as 
is confirmed by their large proportion of certified specimens and the proportion with 
significant mint color. 
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The 1855 is the commonest half cent in Mint State, both absolutely and relatively, 
with over 1,000 certified, or about 30% of the certified Coronet Half cent population. 
Why is this coin so common? More than twice as many 1855s as 1854s have been 
certified in Mint State despite the facts that they have similar mintages and the Gies 
hoard, dispersed by the early 1940s, numbered 1,000 specimens (6). The Elder hoard has 
not been reported to be exceptionally large, but it may have been better preserved as a 
result of being kept together longer. Breen reports seeing four rolls from it in 1953 (5). 
There were at least two other hoards of 1855s. Bowers reports a hoard auctioned by 
W.W. Woodward in 1885 that contained at least 28 red gems and may have contained 
almost 50 other UNCs. It came from the estate of Judge J.P. Putnam. However, this 
hoard is too old and too small to affect the numbers substantially. More significantly. 
Bowers reports another hoard of 500 red uncirculated specimens obtained and slowly 
dispersed during the 1950s (but not publicized at the time) by Charles French (6). These 
last should have significantly swelled the number of Mint State coins from the Elder 
hoard. The idea of multiple and more recently-dispersed hoards of this date is further 
supported by the combined PCGS/NGC population of over 260 Red Uncuirculated 
coins, as compared with about 170 for all other half cents combined. 

What effect do such hoards have on the surviving population size? It depends on the 
relative number of hoard and non-hoard coins. If a variety is common in low grade, a 
hoard of a few hundred examples in mint state will not affect its rarity. If a variety is 
scarce in circulated condition, a few hundred Mint State examples would have a 
profound effect on the surviving population size. All of the hoard varieties are Rl, with 
the likely exception of the 1800 Cl, which is R2. My findings suggest that over 4,000 
specimens survive of each of the two 1835 varieties. Even if all of the certified Mint State 
examples were unique coins (and there have doubtless been many resubmissions), this 
population would be only about 7% of the total. For the 1828 C3, my findings suggest a 
surviving population of more than 5,000. The 674 certified, if all were unique 
specimens, would represent less than 12% of the population. The 1800 Cl is the scarcest 
hoard coin and is suggested by my research to be R2 with approximately 1,500 
surviving examples. However, only 55 — about 4% — have been certified in Mint State. 
In only one case does the certified population exceed 15% of the estimate based on the 
eBay data. The 1855 certified population (assuming all are unique coins) represents 
about 22% of the estimated survival. If, as seems very likely, the hoards totaled in excess 
of 2,000 coins, about half of the surviving population came from the hoards. Subtracting 
these, this variety, like all the other Coronet Heads, survives in proportion to the 
reported mintage. For this variety only do the hoards represent a significant fraction of the 
surviving population. 

Were There Other, Unreported Hoards? 

Canny dealers, like Mr. French, who discover hoards may disperse them slowly and 
without fanfare to protect the existing price structure. This may explain some 
unanticipated findings of this study. According to Breen, there were no hoards of 1856 
(5), and according to Mint Director James R. Snowden, "the [1857s] were nearly all 
retained in the Mint and subsequently melted up" (7). Nevertheless, both of these dates 
persist in proportion to their original mintages relative to the other Coronet Heads, and 
both are relatively common in Mint State both with and without mint red. Significantly, 
each exists with mint red in a higher proportion than the 1854, a known hoard coin. How can 
we account for the abundance of 1856s and 1857s that have been certified as Mint State? 
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Either there were unreported hoards of both dates, or many people saved them as 
souvenirs when the "nickel" cents were issued. Saving by the general public probably 
could not account for the fraction of mint red specimens. It also seems difficult to accept 
the premise that exactly the right numbers were saved to keep these in relative 
abundance appropriate to their mintages. Thus, there appear have been unreported hoards of 
these dates. These data also show that if Snowden's report is reliable, the coins melted at the 
Mint in 1857 were of multiple vintages that included some 1857s. There is no evidence 
consistent with the selective destruction of any half cent variety. 

For now, it is uncertain whether there were hoards of 1856 and 1857 half cents as 
this research suggests. The discovery of records could confirm this hypothesis, but it is 
possible that we may never know for certain. 

It is also possible that additional hoards remain to be discovered. A small hoard of 
red-and-brown uncirculated 1853s came to light in the 1990s. It wasn't large enough to 
affect survival against the background of a very large circulated population, but there 
are now a moderate number of RB UNCs of a variety Breen described as extremely rare 
such. 

There may be more! 

References 

1. Reynolds, Tom. 1989. Examining the current rarity ratings. Part I: half cents. Penny- 

Wise XX III, 4. 

2. Eckberg, William R., 2000. How many half cents are there? Penny-Wise XXXIV, 172. 

3. Manley, Ronald P. 1998. The Half Cent Die State Book— 1793-1857. 

4. Jones, William T. 1984. A half cent condition census for the small collector. Penny- 

Wise XVIII, 237. 

5. Breen, Walter. 1983. Walter Breen's Encyclopedia of United States Half Cents— 1793-1857 . 

6. Bowers, Q. David. 1997. American Coin Treasures and Hoards. 

7. Snowden, James R. 1860. A Description of Ancient and Modern Coins, in the Cabinet 

Collection at the Mint of the United States, (cited in [5]). 


Editor’s Comment : 

I found this article especially provocative on three counts: 

1. The statistical evidence against any 1831 business strikes. 

2. The statistical evidence against the selective destmction of any specific date. 

(But then, we always knew that the 1857 half cent wasn’t exactly in a league 

with the 1876-CC twenty cent piece!) 

And the most sobering observation of all, 

3. The suggestion that only hoard coins retain significant mint color. This suggests an 
uncomfortable conclusion: that 100 new coins dropped into a bag (and left alone for 
a century or more) will fare better than two or three coins culled new from circulation 
and lavished with all the periodic ‘attentions’ to which collectors are prone. 

Would-be Coin Improvers Beware!!! 
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Adam Eckfeldt, Mint Engraver? 

Craig Sholley 


In the May 15, 2000 issue of Penny-Wise , Bill Eckberg offered his own rationale for the oft 
repeated speculation that Eckfeldt engraved the obverses for the 1793 half cent. There has also 
been some subsequent discussion of this in the Region 8 “e-newsletter”. Coincidentally, R.W. 
Julian and I have been discussing this issue for the past year or so and I had planned to use it for 
the lead article in a future series called “Myths of the Mint”. But, since the subject has come up, 
it seems appropriate to address it at this time. 

This story goes back to at least 1911 when, in The Numismatist , Edgar H. Adams wrote: 1 2 

The statement made by Adam Eckfeldt, for many years employed at the United States Mint, that 
he cut the dies for one of the 1793 half cents has especial interest to the specialist of the cent and 
half-cent series. 

Walter Breen, beginning with an article in The Coin Collector ’s Journal , proceeded to popularize 
this notion by carefully constructing a seemingly logical argument based on partial quotes from 
historical records, a somewhat dubious auction catalog notation, and the usual “style” arguments. 
Taxay unfortunately “bought” Breen’s argument and repeated it in his classic work The U.S. 
Mint and Coinage } Further repetition of this argument by Breen (and expansion to include the 
1793 Wreath Cents) in his half cent book and encyclopedia of U.S. coins has popularized this 
story to the point where it is now often repeated as fact. 3 Elowever, a careful review of the 
historical record shows that it is anything but. 

The genesis of the story can be traced to W. Elliot Woodward’s October 20 - 24, 1863 auction 
catalog for the Jeremiah Colburn sale. Therein, under half cents, page 109, lot 2021 is described 
as follows: 4 

1793 Large planchet, remarkably fine, uncirculated. A peculiar interest attaches to this coin. 
Nearly sixty years since, it was presented to a gentleman, by Mr. Adam Eckfeldt, as a specimen 
of his work, and has remained in the possession of the person referred to till within a few days. 


1 Edgar H. Adams, “Live American Numismatic Items”, The Numismatist, Feb. 1911, p. 73. This statement is a 
scrambled mixture of the notation in the Woodward auction catalog and the Wailes statement cited herein. Adams 
must have been unaware of the 1792 patterns and thought the Wailes statement referred to 1793. 

2 Don Taxay, The U.S. Mint and Coinage, pp.71 -72. See also Walter Breen, “The United States Patterns of 1792”, 
The Coin Collector 's Journal, March - April 1954. 

3 Walter Breen, Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of Half Cents, pp. 30, 68. Also, Walter Breen’s Complete 
Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Coins, pp.153 - 157, 163, 179 - 180. In his half cent encyclopedia, Breen stated 
that “Part of this argument was adumbrated by S.S. Crosby in his The United States Coinage of 1793: Cents and 
Half Cents.” A review of this work has failed to turn up anything even remotely related to this subject, so I have no 
idea what Breen was referring to. 

4 See also Don Taxay, The U.S. Mint and Coinage, p.71. 
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However, not only are auction catalogs not the most reliable sources of information, but even if 
this story is true, it is certainly a bit of a stretch to interpret this statement as meaning that 
Eckfeldt engraved the dies. At best this statement shows that a young Mr. Colburn visited the 
Mint sometime around 1804 to 1806, or so, and Adam Eckfeldt gave him a 1793 half cent as an 
example of what the Mint made - coins. 

Despite the seeming inconsistency of the gift of a 1793 half cent in the early 1800s, Eckfeldt may 
have had access to one. The Mint records show that he was gathering coins, often at his own 
expense, which would later form the Mint Cabinet Collection. 5 Still, he must have thought an 
awful lot of this young man to give him a coin from this collection. For this reason alone I find 
the tale to be bit questionable. 

Now, there is one historical record actually stating that Eckfeldt was directly involved with the 
manufacture of at least one early die, but even this statement is open to interpretation. 

In 1829, B.C. Wailes visited the Mint while on travel. Wailes kept an account of his travels in a 
small journal and extracts of this journal were published in the Pennsylvania Magazine 6 In the 
entries concerning his visit to the Mint, Wailes noted: 

Mr. Eckfeldt, one of the Superintendents (the Second in grade) is an artist & has been in the mint 
from its first establishment. [He] made the first dye used in it. 

This is a fairly straightforward statement. To figure out which die Eckfeldt made all we need to 
do is figure out which die was the first one used. With that in mind, let’s take a look at a few 
more historical records and how Breen and Taxay turn all of this into support for Eckfeldt 
engraving the 1793 half cent dies. Their “interpretations” are most interesting. 

The historical record shows that on July 9, 1792 Mint Director David Rittenhouse wrote to 
President Washington asking permission to strike copper and small silver coins. Then, on July 
13, 1500 half dismes were delivered to Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson, this denomination 
apparently being struck at the direct request of President Washington. 7 

The copper coins referred to in the Director’s request were struck on Dec. 17, 1792 and again 
delivered to Thomas Jefferson. These included Voigt’s “silver center” cent design and the 
“Birch” cent (so named due to the name “Birch” on the truncation of the bust). 8 


5 Upon his retirement, Eckfeldt turned the coins over to the Mint and received reimbursement for them (face value). 

6 John Hebron Moore, ed., “A View of Philadelphia in 1829 Selections from the Journal of B.L.C. Wailes of 
Natchez”, Pennsylvania Magazine, July 1954. See also Don Taxay, The U.S. Mint and Coinage, p. 71. Readers 
should not infer anything from the use of the term “artist”. At this time this was used as an accolade indicating a 
master craftsman regardless of occupation. 

7 Don Taxay, The U.S. Mint and Coinage, pp. 71 - 72. Note that the applicable records do not support Breen’s 
claim that Eckfeldt personally delivered these to Jefferson - this is another one of Breen’s manufactured points. 

8 Don Taxay, The U.S. Mint and Coinage, p. 74. 
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Thus, according to the historical records, the dies for the half disme were the first dies used. 
However, due to the strong resemblance to the ‘"Birch” cent, Breen and Taxay attribute the half 
disme dies to Birch. Since the obverse for the disme is therefore the only die not attributable to 
others, Breen and Taxay then conclude that this is the die referred to in Wailes’ statement. 9 

This interpretation creates a huge problem relative to Wailes’ statement. Both Breen and Taxay, 
in concurrence with the historical records, place the striking of 1792 dismes and “Eagle on 
Globe” quarter dollar pieces sometime between the half dismes and copper pieces. In light of 
this, to then accept their argument that the disme die is the one referred to in Wailes’ statement 
means that “first” no longer means first, it means second or third! Breen and Taxay then go on to 
connect this to the half cent dies using the Woodward auction catalog entry by noting that the 
dimse obverse is stylistically similar to the half cent obverse and thus Eckfeldt must have 
engraved that too. Talk about “creative interpretation”, this is a masterpiece! 

In his half cent book, Breen attempts to add support for this argument by stating “Adam Eckfeldt 
testified under oath on November 4, 1803, to the fact that before becoming Assistant Coiner on 
January 1, 1796, he had worked in the Engraving Department.” 10 But, this is a bit of a 
misrepresentation. 

In 1803 a charge was made against Henry Voigt stating that he had used Mint workmen for his 
personal gain. At the direction of the President, the Mint Director questioned Mint workers and 
their responses were recorded and sent to the President. Under the section where the Director is 
questioning Adam Eckfeldt as Assistant Coiner, the document reads: * 11 

1 st . How long have you acted in the above capacity in the Mint of the United States? 

Answer: Since the year 1796, having before been in the Engraver’s department. 

First, nowhere in this document is it indicated that these statements are being taken under oath. 
And, simply working in the engraver’s department doesn’t make Eckfeldt an engraver anymore 
than working in the White House makes someone the President! Yes, he did work in the 
engraving department, but not as an engraver. The Mint records show that he was made a 
permanent employee as of Oct. 10, 1795 as a “Die Sinker and Turner” at an annual salary of 
$500.00. 12 


9 The historical record shows that Wright engraved the “Eagle on Globe” quarter dollar and the “silver center” cent 
is attributed to Voigt. This leaves only the disme die. 

10 Walter Breen, Walter Breen 's Encyclopedia of Half Cents, p. 30. 

11 RG104, Records of the United Sates Mint at Philadelphia, Entry 3 - Letters Sent. 

12 Frank Stewart, History of the First United States Mint, p. 97. Here Stewart has transcribed a list of officers and 
workmen at the Mint on Oct. 10, 1795. 
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Now, some might propose that a die sinker is the same as an assistant engraver, and this 
argument would have some merit if it weren’t for the fact that the same record showing Eckfeldt 
as the “Die Sinker and Turner” also lists John Gardener as the “Assistant Engraver”! So, taken 
in this context, the record clearly shows that rather than being an engraver, Eckfeldt was merely a 
worker who sunk dies from the master hubs, forged and turned the dies, and perhaps did some 
letter punching and polishing. 

Again in his half cent book, Breen makes this whole tale even taller attributing the 1 793 Wreath 
cent reverses to Eckfeldt; the obverses being attributed to Birch and possibly Wright. Later, in 
his encyclopedia of U.S. coins, Breen changed the story and attributed both the obverses and 
reverses to “Adam Eckfeldt and assistants”. 13 In neither of these passages does Breen offer one 
shred of supporting evidence; he simply states it as fact. This story now has Eckfeldt not merely 
being the possible engraver of a few dies, but the main engraver for the earliest period of the 
Mint. All based, as we’ve seen, on a creative interpretation of some rather thin evidence! 

Despite the flimsy evidence and rather convoluted “logic” holding it all together, the whole story 
could still be viewed as a matter of opinion. That is if it weren’t for some interesting Mint 
records (and lack thereof) that Breen had neglected to consider. 

According to Breen’s story, Eckfeldt spent quite a bit of time at the Mint engraving at least 20 
cent and half cent dies from late March through the end of July 1793. OK, but if you want me to 
believe this then, as the character in the movie said, “SHOW ME THE MONEY!” The problem 
is, there is no money. Both Bob Julian and I have checked the account books and there are no 
payments to Eckfeldt in 1793. In fact, Eckfeldt is last paid for some blacksmith work on Dec. 
14, 1792 and then there are no more payments to him until April 3, 1795 when he again is paid 
for blacksmith work! 

One could argue that Eckfeldt did all of this free engraving in hopes of securing a position as the 
engraver, but this argument falls apart in light of the fact that during the time he was supposedly 
doing this, the Mint was quite publicly seeking an engraver. Making this even more 
unbelievable is the fact that the Mint then hired Wright in late June or early July while Eckfeldt 
was supposedly still doing the free work! Furthermore, there is a historical record that clearly 
shows who did the engraving prior to Wright’s hire. 

On Feb 9, 1795 Elias Boudinot issued a report as part of a Congressional investigation of the 
Mint. The report, which detailed many of the problems during the first two years, contains the 
following statement: 14 

It was also a considerable time before an engraver could be engaged, during which, the chief 
coiner was obliged to make the dies for himself; and yet the dies are subject to frequent failures 
and breaking. 


13 Walter Breen, Walter Breen ’s Encyclopedia of Half Cents, p. 30. And Walter Breen ’s Complete Encyclopedia of 
U.S. and Colonial Coins, p. 179. 

14 Copy provided by R.W. Julian. 
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Breen was certainly aware of this passage as he refers to this document in his encyclopedia of 
U.S. coins and references articles by R.W. Julian in his various works that discuss and quote it. 
He even quotes parts of it, including this statement, in his large cent book! I can only conclude 
that Breen must have thought that this statement also referred to the 1792 pattern dies, and 
knowing that some of these were definitely engraved by others, became confused and simply 
didn’t believe it. 

However, the statement was certainly made by Voigt, who was still Chief Coiner at the time. 
Voigt would have absolutely no reason to misrepresent the situation, and the statement was thus 
likely relative only to those dies made at the Mint itself — most of the pattern dies were made 
while the Mint was temporarily located at Harper’s establishment on 6 th and Cherry Streets. 
Additionally, in the aforementioned letter from Rittenhouse to Washington in which he asked 
permission to strike coinage, Rittenhouse also stated the following: 15 

I have likewise engaged Mr. Voigt to act as Coiner, and he has several workmen now employed 
in making the necessary engines and preparing the Dies. 

This statement clearly shows that Voigt is supervising of all the mechanical operations 
including the engraving. Thus, whichever way one chooses to look at it, there is no 
inconsistency between the statement in the 1795 Mint investigation report that Voigt made 
the dies and the fact that some of 1792 dies are known to have been engraved by Birch and 
Wright. 

There is one additional Mint record concerning Eckfeldt and the engraving department that I 
also find particularly relevant when discussing this issue. As I’ve previously noted, Eckfeldt 
began his Mint employment on Oct. 10, 1795 as a “Die Sinker and Turner at $500 per year. 
Just a little less than 3 months later, on Jan. 1, 1796, he was promoted and appointed as 
Assistant Coiner at $700 per year. Despite the obvious compliment of this promotion, his die 
sinking abilities were apparently so poor that this appointment specifically barred him from 
performing any engraving or polishing work on the dies! The relevant passage reads as 
follows: 16 

He shall personally forge, turn & harden all the Dies and Hubbs used in sd. Mint, and do, or direct 
to be done everything necessary thereto, except the Engraving & polishing. 

Thus, when all of the Mint records concerning Eckfeldt are considered not only do they 
clearly show that Eckfeldt was not employed at any time during 1793, but also that when 
employed he was never an engraver! 

Now, there are two other employees at the Mint during 1793 who could have helped engrave 
the Wreath cents. The first is Jacob Bay. Bay is noted in Voigt’s account book several times 


15 Don Taxay, The U.S. Mint and Coinage, p. 70. 

16 RG104, Records of the U.S. Mint at Philadelphia, Entry 3 - Letters Sent. 
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as engraving punches for the dies. This does indicate at least some talent, thus Bay may have 
helped with the engraving of the dies themselves, perhaps punching lettering and the like. 17 

The other was Mint Director David Rittenhouse, a talented engraver in his own right. Eric 
Newman and I recently discussed this point, with Eric confirming that Rittenhouse engraved 
the border details for one of the £6 New Jersey notes, his name appearing within those 
details. 18 

So, rather than proposing that an unpaid Eckfeldt engraved the Wreath Cents, there are three 
employees to whom we can attribute the engraving: Voigt, Bay, and Rittenhouse. 

Reviewing the evidence relative to engraving dies in 1793, the following points can be made: 

1 . Despite being credited with the engraving of at least 20 dies, which would have required 
several weeks worth of work, there are no payments of any kind to Eckfeldt in 1793. He 
is paid in 1792 for blacksmith work and then does no work for the Mint until 1795. 

2. Upon his return to Mint work, Eckfeldt does work closely with the Engraver for a short 
period of time, but his work is apparently so poor that upon his appointment as Assistant 
Coiner he is specifically prohibited from doing any engraving or polishing work. 

3. There is an official congressional report stating that prior to the hire of John Wright as the 
engraver. Chief Coiner Henry Voigt did the engraving. 

4. Jacob Bay certainly assisted in the engraving by making punches, and it is quite likely 
that he also did some punching and possibly some minor engraving. 

5. Rittenhouse likewise may have helped, but his involvement was likely minimal as there 
are no Mint records concerning this. 

Based on the forgoing I think we can safely turn our full attention to Voigt and Wright whom 
the historical record shows were the only two definitely engraving dies at this time. 

Since Wright does not become the engraver until late June or early July 1793, all of the dies 
prior to that time have to be Voigt’s work. Therefore, Voigt should be credited with the dies 
for the Wreath cents, including the so-called Strawberry Leaf cents. 

There are a few dies that show a bit more “practiced hand”, and since there was considerable 
mintage of the Wreath cents after Wright’s hire, it could be proposed that he engraved, or 


17 RG 1 04, Records of the U.S. Mint at Philadelphia, Entry 1 96 - Personnel Record. 

18 Eric Newman, personal communication, Aug. 2000. See also Walter Breen, Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of 
Half Cents, p. 30. 
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helped with, these dies. Again, there’s no real evidence for this and I think we’ve had quite 
enough “manufactured history”. 

As to the 1793 half cents, I note that all of these were delivered after Wright’s hire, the first 
being struck on July 19 and delivered the following day. 19 Wright thus had plenty of time in 
which to engrave half cent dies prior to their first use. Given the dramatic improvement in 
engraving quality, I think Wright is unquestionably the engraver. 

This leaves the patterns of 1792. I really don’t care to get bogged down in this issue since 
it’s not the point of this article - the point of this article is that Eckfeldt did not engrave any 
of the 1793 dies. But I do realize that I cannot leave this question begging, so I’ll present a 
brief discussion. 

Since the Breen/Taxay attribution of the disme die to Eckfeldt is based on a rather twisted 
interpretation of Wailes’ comment that falls apart on review, we are left with Wailes’ 
statement on its own. We could propose that Wailes misunderstood what was said, but this is 
a weak argument made even weaker by the fact that his other observations are quite detailed 
and accurate. With no solid evidence to counter the statement that Eckfeldt “made the first 
dye”, at least one of the half disme dies can be attributed to him. But which one? 

There is the “style argument” for Birch engraving the obverse. I’m not a big fan of this 
argument for the simple reason that the similarity in look does not prove the engraver any 
more than it proves that a copy is a Rembrandt. However, noting that the obverse does show 
some talent (but less so than the Birch cent) and the reverse is rather crude, if forced to 
hazard a guess I’d pick the reverse. This is just a guess, but at least it’s straightforward and 
consistent with the historical record. 

There is one other possible interpretation of the Wailes statement, and that is by “made” 
Eckfeldt meant he forged and turned the die, and possibly punched some lettering. This 
interpretation is consistent with all of the records concerning Eckfeldt: he is not paid in 1792 
for engraving, but he is paid for blacksmith work; he later works for a short time as a die 
sinker, but never as an engraver. Based on a very conservative reading of the records, which 
is my preference, I think this is the best conclusion. I don’t think Eckfeldt engraved 
anything. 

So, who engraved the disme die? Well, we have Birch, Voigt, and Wright definitely doing 
engraving. With the execution of this die certainly being more talented than the other dies, 
Wright would seem to be the best guess. But, there is one other possibility. Noting that the 
design and execution is certainly different from any of the other dies and Rittenhouse is a 
talented engraver, it is therefore quite possible that Rittenhouse himself engraved this die. 
While both of these guesses are certainly speculative, they are at least consistent with the 
historical record whereas the tortuous Breen/Taxay argument for Eckfeldt is definitely not. 


19 RG104, Records of the U.S. Mint at Philadelphia, Entry 196 - Personnel Record, and uncataloged Treasurer’s 
Account Book found by the author. 
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Mintage of the 1809-1811 Half Cents 

William R. Eckberg 

The early Classic Head half cents (1809-1811) make an interesting group. There are 
nine varieties, four of which are common (1809 C3, C5, C6 and 1810), two of which are 
scarce (1809 C4 and 1811 C2), two of which are very scarce (1809 C2 and 1811 Cl) and 
one of which is rare (1809 Cl). The year 1809 has the highest mintage of any date in the 
series at over 1.1 million (face value of $5,772.86); 1811 has a relatively small mintage at 
just over 63 thousand (face value of $315.70); 1810 is intermediate at 215 thousand (face 
value of $1,075.00). Although the 1810 can be relatively expensive, the other common 
varieties are all easily available in relatively high grade (EF or better). The 1809 C3 is 
often available in Mint State for a few hundred dollars, whereas the 1809 Cl and C2 and 
both 1811 varieties are difficult to obtain in grades higher than Fine. The 1811 Cl comes 
with spectacular obverse die breaks. In short, this group has something for every 
collecting interest. 

I have used several approaches to study the mintage of this group. This combined 
approach involves the examination of original Mint records of the striking of these 
coins, die state evidence, and a statistical survey of the surviving population. The 
addition of the statistical data is an innovation that extends the possibilities of the 
study. The results show that the surviving population of these coins is slightly more 
than 1% of the total minted and that all varieties were probably coined in the year of the 
date that they bear. The data also provide evidence in support of a likely emission 
sequence of the 1809 half cents, a question that was previously an issue only for 
speculation. 

Statistical Survey of the Surviving Population 

For the statistical survey of the surviving population of these coins, I have used the 
coins listed on the Internet auction site, eBay. The rationale for the use of this database 
is given in an accompanying article and will not be repeated. 

The breakdown of 176 1809-1811 half cents of a total of 1,626 coins in the sample is 
given in Table 1. 

Table 1. Half cents from 1809-1811: mintage and the observed population. 



mintage 

% of mintage 

expected 

observed 

x 2 

1809 

1,154,572 

80.6 

141.8 

139 

0.057 

1810 

215,000 

15.0 

26.4 

26 

0.006 

1811 

63,140 

4.4 

7.8 

11 

1.356 

Totals 

1,432,712 

100.0 

176.0 

176 

1.419 


The chi-square test is described in some detail in the accompanying article, so it will 
not be explained here. For two degrees of freedom, the critical value of x 2 is 5.991. To 
reject the hypothesis that these coins survive in proportion to the number minted with 
95% probability, the x 2 value would have to be in excess of this number. As can be seen, 
the actual x 2 value is very much smaller than that, so the survival of these coins must be in 
direct proportion to their reported mintage. 
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We can also use the data to estimate the surviving population of these coins as a 
whole. We can do this because the surviving mintage from 1811 is known with relative 
accuracy. The Cl variety is R4, and the C2 variety is R3. Thus, the total population of 
1811 half cents remaining can be estimated at approximately (150 + 550 = 700). Dividing 
the number of survivors by the known mintage (700/63,140), we come up with 0.011 or 
1.1% of the total. This is also the expected total based on the statistical survival data (see 
accompanying article). Since the data show that the three dates survive in equal 
proportions (Table 1), we can show that the surviving population of the 1810 variety is 
approximately 2,300 (low R2 or high Rl), as has also been reported. Similarly, the total 
surviving population from 1809 must be approximately 11,500. 

A similar analysis (reported in the accompanying paper) has been performed on all 
the major types of half cents. This 1-1.5% survival rate is similar to that for large cents of 
the same period. It also holds for the Plain Edge Liberty Cap and Draped Bust issues, 
but not for the Lettered Edge issues or the later date half cents, all of which remain in 
larger proportions. 

Deliveries of 1810 and 1811 

The account book of the Treasurer of the Mint (1), a document recently discovered 
by Craig Sholley, shows half cent deliveries of 24,000 on March 6, 1810, 181,000 on 
March 28, and 10,000 on April 12, for a total of 215,000 coins. Breen (2) lists deliveries of 
205,000 on March 29 (he thought that this delivery probably included many from 1809) 
and 10,000 on June 29, also for a total of 215,000 coins. Interestingly, the 1810 Cl comes 
in three distinct striking variants, two of which are scarce to rare and one of which is 
common (3; thanks to Ron Manley for bringing this to my attention). The common 
variant is weakly struck on the right (stars never show their centers) and is usually 
rotated from 45-60° CW. A scarce variant (probably corresponding to the first delivery) 
has all stars reasonably well struck and is nearly normally rotated. My findings predict 
that there should be about 240 such specimens in existence. A rare variant that is LDS 
has the obverse die off-center and the reverse rotated about 90° CCW; this may well 
correspond to the last delivery. If so, there should be about 100 such specimens. 

For 1811, the Treasurer lists a single delivery of 63,140 dated March 9. The date may 
be erroneous, as the entry follows a cent delivery dated later in March and precedes one 
dated in May. Breen also lists a single delivery in the same amount, but on July 9. He 
further states that this delivery must have included many from 1810, presumably 
because he assumes that the large delivery on March 29, 1810 contained many from 
1809. Julian comes to a similar conclusion (4). The present data demonstrate that neither 
of these suppositions is correct. The 1811 half cents are no more scarce than would be 
expected from their mintage. The populations of all three dates indicate that they 
survive in proportion to their reported mintage. This strongly suggests that all the early 
classic head half cents were struck in the year that they carry on their obverses. 

Deliveries and Most Likely Emission Sequence of 1809 

There have been three serious attempts to derive an emission sequence for the 1809 
half cents. Roger Cohen's attempt (5) was the first; the Cohen variety numbers give his 
proposed emission sequence: C1>C2>C3>C4>C5>C6. Walter Breen reported (2) that the 
mintage of 1809 was delivered in five separate batches "that cannot be in any 
meaningful way correlated with the die varieties of this date." Of course, this limitation 
did not prevent him from providing an emission sequence! Breen's sequence differs 
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from Cohen's only in the position of the C4 variety; he suggests that it was the first 
coined, though he gives no basis for this. Ron Manley (3) also proposes an emission 
sequence that differs from Cohen's only in the position of the C4 variety. He suggests 
that it was the last coined. He concluded this because 1) both the obverse and reverse 
are of such poor quality that neither would have been used had the others been 
serviceable, and 2) the weakness of the wreath on the C4 reverse is similar to that of the 
1810 reverse. 

Several approaches have been taken to determine emission sequences. Certainly, die 
state evidence is the strongest. If all specimens of a variety are in an earlier state than all 
specimens of another variety that shares a die with it, the first variety must have 
preceded the second. Cl and C2 share a common obverse with the Cl in earlier states; 
C2 and C3 share a common reverse with the C2 in earlier states. However, C4, C5 and 
C6 have unique obverse and reverse dies. Therefore, their positions in the emission 
sequence cannot be determined by die state evidence alone and must be inferred from 
other information. Breen provided a good (but imperfect) emission sequence for a 
number of the Draped Bust issues (2) by analysis of the letter punches used on different 
dies. Manley (3) has recently shown that die rotations can be used. As I will show, 
statistical sampling techniques, in concert with mintage records and other 
characteristics can be a useful adjunct to these methods. 


Table 2. Deliveries of 1809 half cents. 


Date 

Treasurer Breen 

18-Mar 

30,000 

30-Mar 

90,000 120,000 

16-May 

40,000 

31-May 

344,572 

3-Jun 

384,572* 

6-Jun 

20,000 

29-Jun 

162,000 182,000 

7-Jul 

46,000 

1-Sep 

36,000 

29-Sep 

128,000 210,000 

26-Oct 

38,000 

7-Oct 

16,000 

23-No v 

30,000 

15-Dec 

24,000 

28-Dec 

150,000 

31-Dec 

258,000 

Total 

1,154,572 1,154,572 


Corrected value: Breen listed this delivery as 483,572 (see below). 

Breen enumerates the deliveries of half cents in 1809 as listed in Table 2; Cohen only 
gives the total mintage for the year. However, the values they report for the total 
mintage do not agree. The Treasurer's Receipt book breaks these deliveries down more 
completely (Table 2). There is one discrepancy: Breen lists a June 3 delivery of 483,572 
that cannot be reconciled with the Treasurer's book. This is a typographical error. The 4 
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and 3 were transposed; the number should read 384,572 (it has been corrected in Table 
2), as the total cited by Roger Cohen (5) is the same as that in the Treasurer's 
accounting, and Cohen used the same source materials that Breen used. Transposing 
these numbers gives the sum of the May 16 and 31 deliveries noted by the Treasurer. 

Applying statistical sampling techniques to the mintage of 1809 yielded multiple 
emission sequences that could fit the data. The emission sequences reported by Cohen and 
Manley were not consistent with the statistical sample and delivery dates and can be excluded by 
this analysis. Only two emission sequences fit the statistical data without requiring interruption 
of die marriages and at the same time allowed the C1>C2>C3 sequence known from die state 
analysis. Both of these also shared the property that deliveries of the die varieties could 
be distinguished according to specific time periods. These sequences are given in Tables 
3 and 4. 


Table 3. One possible emission sequence for the 1809 half cents. 


Date 

Deliveries 

% total 

observed 

expected 

x 2 

variety 

March 

120,000 

10.4 

11 

11.8 

0.061 

C4 

May 

384,572 

33.3 

45 

38.0 

1.301 

C5 

Jun-Jul 

228,000 

19.7 

25 

22.5 

0.275 

C6 

1-Sep 

36,000 

3.1 

5 

3.6 

0.588 

Cl, 2 

29-Sep-Dec 

386,000 

33.4 

28 

38.1 

2.683 

C3 

Total 

1,154,572 

100 

114 

114.0 

4.908 



Table 4. The most likely emission sequence for the 1809 half cents. 


Date 

Deliveries 

% total 

observed 

expected 

y 2 variety 

March 

120,000 

10.4 

11 

11.8 

0.061 

C4 

16-May 

40,000 

3.5 

5 

3.9 

0.279 

Cl, 2 

31-May 

344,572 

29.8 

28 

34.0 

1.066 

C3 

Jun-Sep 

392,000 

34.0 

45 

38.7 

1.024 

C5 

Oct-Dec 

258,000 

22.3 

25 

25.5 

0.009 

C6 

Total 

1,154,572 

100.0 

114 

114.0 

2.439 



Both sequences have the C4 as the first minted. They differ in whether C5 and C6 
followed next or Cl, C2 and C3 preceded the C5 and C6. Both of these sequences easily 
satisfy the criterion that the y 2 value be below the critical value of 9.488 (4 d.f.). This 
shows that statistical data alone cannot provide a reliable emission sequence for this 
date. Although the y 2 value for the sequence in Table 4 appears to be a better fit, the 
statistics cannot tell us which, if either, is correct. Other available information can direct 
us how to differentiate accurately between these sequences. 

In his recent book on half cent die states (3), Ron Manley showed that it is possible to 
use die rotations to study die states. He indicated further that die rotations might also 
be used to demonstrate that a particular variety was struck on multiple occasions. In 
this context, "occasions" does not mean sequential days. The dies may also have been 
left in the press for a single, extended run as in the case from May 17-31, 1809. The Mint 
evidently left dies in place and locked the presses with chains when a variety was to be 
struck on sequential days. Copper coins were generally struck when there was no silver 
or gold to be struck. A copper variety might have been struck for a day (or a few days), 
the dies removed and the press used for a silver or gold denomination, and then the 
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dies returned to use and the variety struck on another occasion. Thus, if a certain die state 
has a characteristic rotation, it is likely that this state was struck in its entirety while the dies 
were locked in the press; if another die state of the same variety has another characteristic 
rotation, it is likely that the dies were removed from the press between the striking of the two 
states. 

The 1809 C5 and C6 are two of the varieties for which Manley specifically described 
this phenomenon. The first sequence suggests that the C5 variety was struck on only 
two occasions, though one of them must have lasted for many days. The second 
requires that it was struck on five different occasions. Manley describes five die states 
with different characteristic rotations. Thus, this information strongly indicates that the 
second sequence is more likely the correct one. The finding of multiple striking dates for 
this variety independently confirms Manley's hypothesis. Both the C5 and C6 exist in 
multiple rotations that are specific to die states. In this emission sequence, both were 
struck on five separate occasions. Thus, Manley's hypothesis is independently 
confirmed for both varieties, and the existence of such rotations should be useful in 
tying together other multiple, small mintages of relatively common varieties. A 
corollary of this is that it may now be possible in some cases to give the date of mintage 
of particular die states with some degree of precision. 

It is of interest that, contrary to his opinion, these data DO correlate the five 
deliveries reported by Breen "in a meaningful way" with the varieties produced. By a 
pure coincidence, the emission sequence he proposes is most likely correct. The analysis 
shows that the first delivery he cites (120,000 or 10.4% of the total) consisted of the 
entire C4 variety. Similarly, the last delivery (258,000 or 22.3% of the total) consisted of 
the C6 variety. This leaves three other deliveries and four varieties. I have proposed that 
the second (384,572 or 33.3%) comprises the Cl, C2 and C3 varieties, and that the other 
two combined (392,000 or 34.0%) make up the C5 variety. These numbers are too similar 
to be distinguished by the statistical methods, but the die state evidence clearly 
demonstrates which is which. The Cl and C2 are known to precede the C3. The Cl is 
considered to be R5+, and the C2 is high-to-mid R3. The surviving population of the 
two would be approximately 450 (50 + 400). Dividing 450 by 0.011, we get an estimated 
mintage of approximately 41,000. The closest deliveries to this number are the 38,000 on 
October 29 and the 40,000 on May 16. However, the October 29 delivery probably 
cannot represent the C1/C2 mintage, because it would leave only 220,000 as the 
possible mintage for the C3, a value that appears much too low. It also requires that the 
C6 mintage be nearly 400,000, a value that appears much too high. It also fails to explain 
the multiple characteristic die rotations of the C6 variety. 

The inclusion of the two rarest varieties in one delivery is not without precedent for 
the Mint in this era. Like the 1809 Cl and C2, the two 1811 varieties share a common 
die, and die state evidence establishes their emission sequence. Both of these varieties 
were contained in a single delivery. 

While other emission sequences could be fit to the statistical data, the one described 
herein is the only one that does not require interrupted marriages and is consistent with 
known die state data. It also indicates that after the Mint made a delivery to the US 
Treasury, it generally resumed coinage with a new set of dies, because each delivery but 
one consists of coins made from dies that were not used in any other deliveries. 
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The Estimated Surviving Populations of the Most Common Varieties 

These data also allow us to estimate the surviving populations of the common 
varieties. If the mintage of the 1809 C3 was 344,572, multiplying by the surviving 
fraction (0.011) gives a predicted surviving population of approximately 3,800. 
Similarly, the surviving populations of the C5 and C6 should be 4,300 and 2,800, 
respectively. As derived above, the 1810 population should be about 2,300. The 1810 Cl 
is thus high Rl, and the others are solidly Rl. All of these numbers are in good 
agreement with the eBay survival observations. 

Conclusions 

I report here that the Early Classic Head half cents (1809-1811) survive in direct 
proportion to their reported mintage. Therefore, it is most likely that all were struck in 
the year indicated on the obverse. I also report a new tool for the analysis of emission 
sequences — statistical sampling of the surviving population in conjunction with original 
delivery data. I have shown that although these data are not necessarily sufficient by 
themselves to establish an unambiguous emission sequence, they can provide a 
powerful addition to traditional forms of evidence for the order of emission of varieties. 
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***.********** 


COUNTERSTAMPED LARGE CENTS WANTED 

For my personal collection, which I have been gathering since 1955, I desire to purchase 
counterstamped large cents of all dates with the names and addresses of individuals, or 
individuals and their specialties, merchants, political slogans, and motifs. At this point, I am i not 
interested in stray initials, numbers or names that cannot be identified as to geographical 
location or trade I would be pleased to make an offer for coins submitted to me, or invite you to 
send them on approval with an invoice. I am not looking for any bargains and will pay any 
reasonable price, as they are not for resale. Please let me hear from you. All correspondence 

will be answered. 

David Bowers, EAC #204 
c/o Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 

Box 1224, Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
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NEW JERSEY COPPERS, PART 48: MARIS 18-L and 18-M 

Ray Williams 


In the September 1993 issue of Penny-Wise . John Griffee gave a thorough description of the 
Maris 18 varieties. Rereading it, I have little to add, so without any further ado, Heeeeeeres Johnny... (a 
quote from Ed McMahon on “The Tonight Show” for you young collectors). . . 

“The coin is called the Bridle Variety because of what looks like a die break from the horse’s 
mouth to its barrel. There are actually two die breaks, one starting at the mouth and one starting at the 
barrel, which eventually meet in the middle.” 



Since that description was published, there has been one significant 
article about the 18 obverse. Numismatist, scholar, gentleman (and friend) 
Buell Ish wrote about his observations of a misplaced date punch (published 
in the Fall 98 C4 Newsletter, page 35). On higher grade and earlier die state 
1 8’s, you can definitely see a numeral “6” buried in the plowshare! If anyone 
was aware of this previously, I don’t recall hearing about it. Great 
observation, Buell! 



To this point, I have not redone any of the condition censuses that John Griffee researched. I’m 
not going to start yet anyway. Although I don’t have access to a photocopier, if any of you would like a 
copy of John’s work on the 18-N and 18-J, send me a LARGE SASE. For those of you that have access 
to a copier, I’d be willing to send a complete volume of John’s CC’s (75 pages!); after you’ve copied it, 
send it back to me along with the amount I spent on postage to send it to you. Back to coins. . . 

Maris 18-L 


The unique (?) Maris 18-L was 
described by Maris as “supposed to be unique” 
in his classic Coins of New Jersey (1881). In 
the 1886 Henkels & Co Sale Catalog of the 
Maris collection, Maris states in the description 
of Lot 384, ‘The only piece I have ever seen’”. 

There appears to be a hesitation on Maris’ part 
to call this coin unique. At the moment, only 
one coin has been documented. Dr. Maris had 
found the 18-L in Philadelphia and it was sold 
as Lot 384 in the Maris sale. As most of us 
know, the collection of New Jersey’s was 

purchased intact by John Work Garrett. From Garrett’s collection, the coins were donated to Johns 
Hopkins University. On October 1, 1980, Bowers and Ruddy auctioned the Garrett Collection of NJ 
Coppers. When looking through the sale catalog, the 18-L is not there!!! Four years later, the coin 
appeared as Lot 192 (plated) in Stack’s Sale of the Picker Collection. 
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Stack’ s, The Richard Picker 
Collection, Lot 192, October 24, 1984 
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How was Richard Picker able to obtain this coin from Johns Hopkins University? What did he 
pay and/or trade for it? The Stack’s cataloger of this lot said he believed there were two 18-L’s known. 
According to the recent condition censuses, there are “rumors” of two that exist in addition to the Maris 
coin. How do these rumors get started? If anyone is aware of the existence of others, please let me know. 
The present owner was the successful bidder at the Picker Sale. Rarity will stay at unique for the 
moment. 


Maris # 


Pseudonym 


Condition 


Pedigree 


18-L Eastern Collector VG Picker lot 192; JHU privately; John W. Garrett; Henkels 

& Co 6/21/1886 lot 384; Dr. Maris 


Maris 18-M 



Bowers & Ruddy, The Garrett Collection 


October 1-2, 1980, Lot 1411 


I’m going to go out on a limb here and 
say that the 1 8-M is in more collections than all 
other obverse 1 8 varieties combined. That was 
a short limb. Traditionally, the 18-M has been 
considered a rarity 1 . Whether there exists more 
than a thousand (or more than 1250), who’s to 
say for this or any New Jersey variety. But this 
is a very common variety. I am aware of four 
18-M obverses that exist without the “bridle” 
break, the J. W. Garrett Lot 1411 example being 
the finest. 


The M reverse shield is very wide. The Maris M, N, O and E reverses all have a large shield, but can be 
easily distinguished by the position of the center chief point to the legend. Reverse M points to the left 
upright of the second U in Pluribus. Reverse N points between the U and S. Reverse O points slightly to 
the right of the B. If you find a wide shield variety, with an unrecognizable obverse, and the shield’s 
center chief points directly at the B, you could have a Maris 7-E! Please let me know if that happens to 
you! The shields of the M and N reverses are so close to being identical, that they almost could have been 
made by the same punch. The correct attribution between the two could mean the difference between 
hundreds (or thousands) of dollars. 


The following is a list of Maris 1 8-M coins provided to me by participants in this census: 


Maris # 

Pseudonym Condition 

Pedigree Comments 

18-M 

Groves Collection UNC 

B&M Norweb 10/87 Lot 1327; 
Privately from Picker 

18-M 

Eastern Collector UNC 

B & R Garrett 1 0/1/80 Lot 1411; w/o Bridle 

Ellsworth; Parmelee 



18-M 

Groves Collection AU 

18-M 

Pacific Northwest Collector AU Stack’s 6/97 Lot 933; Stack’s 9/88 Cataloged as XF 


Oechsner Lot 1256; Schulman Spiro in Spiro Sale 
Sale 3/18/55 Lot 1466 


18-M DWierzba All Stack’s 12/8/83 Lot 302; Roper Also cataloged as 

XF 

‘NOTE: The Roper and Oechsner coins have 

legitimate claims to be in the AU 
Category - I concur with the present 
owners, 
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Maris # 

Pseudonym 

Condition 

Pedigree 

Comments 

18-M 

NY Collector #4 

EF 



18-M 

Pacific Northwest Collector 

EF 

B&M 11/94 Lot 3102, MHS 


18-M 

Noted Midwest Collector 

EF 

B G Johnson; Virgil Brand? 


18-M 

NJHS 

EF 

Frederick Canfield 

w/o Bridle 

18-M 

NJHS 

EF 

Frederick Canfield 

w/o Bridle 

18-M 

NJHS 

EF 

Frederick Canfield 


18-M 

J Lorenzo 

EF 



18-M 

Maine Collector #1 

EF 

N Pullen 

obv pitting 

18-M 

A Pietri 

EF 



18-M 

New Hampshire Collector #1 

EF 

Rinaldo 


18-M 

M Wierzba 

VF/XF 

M&G 3rd C4 Auction 


18-M 

R Moore 

EF 



18-M 

CA Collector #3 

EF 

Sebring 


18-M 

H Pietila 

VF 

J Long 


18-M 

Pacific Northwest Collector 

VF 

Rinaldo; Stack’s 4/54; Davis-Graves 

w/o Bridle 

18-M 

G Ivey 

VF 

Griffee 


18-M 

C McDonald 

VF 



18-M 

F McGrath 

VF 



18-M 

Maryland Collector #1 

VF 

EAN 1/22/88 Lot 440 


18-M 

NY Collector #4 

VF 


w/o Bridle 

18-M 

C Schettino 

VF 

M&G Auction 1/95 FUN Show 


18-M 

K Schllemmer 

VF 

Valenziano 


18-M 

L Terrell 

VF 

EAN 


18-M 

G Webb 

VF 

B&M 6/84 Lot 3157; S Shear; 
Stack’s 1976 


18-M 

C Young 

VF 



18-M 

R August 

VF 




18-M 

NJ Collector #4 

F 



18-M 

NJHS 

F 

Frederick Canfield 

edge bent 

18-M 

Northeastern Collector 

F 



18-M 

R Connell 

F 



18-M 

E Kucia 

F 

Valenziano 


18-M 

F McGrath 

F 



18-M 

D Palmer 

F 



18-M 

K Schlemmer 

F 

CG 8/7/85 Lot 2007 


18-M 

S Tanenbaum 

F 



18-M 

T Madigan 

F 

D Palmer 


18-M 

D Townson 

F 



18-M 

Ray Williams 

F 

Mituzas 







18-M 

J Keesing 

VG 

Rinaldo 


18-M 

S Schaffer 

VG 



18-M 

P Scherff 

VG 

B&M 4/88 


18-M 

Ocean NJ Collector 

VG 

Mayflower 6/86 



18-M 

ANS 

Unknown 


2 coins 
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The following coins are of significance and their locations unknown to me. Although some may 
already be part of the above listing and pedigree not accounted for, I would appreciate any thoughts or 
leads as to who owns them: 

UNCIRCULATED Norweb 

Mills 

Taylor 

AU Forman 

Kissner (Damon Douglas) 

EF Steinburg (2 coins) 

Cole 

Yale 


Is it my imagination, or is there a lack of Kissner (Damon Douglas) pedigrees in the condition 
census for all New Jersey varieties? Maybe a significant number of Douglas NJ’s were obtained by a 
collector and haven’t reentered the market yet. Any thoughts from the readership? 

The next condition census in the November Issue of Penny-Wise will cover Maris 20-N, 21-N 
and 21-P. Any comments about these should be sent to me before October 15 th . If you would like to 
become a part of this census, please contact me. Hope to see all the New Jersey collectors in Boston lor 
the C-4 Convention in November. 


Happy Hunting, 


Ray Williams 

924 Norway Ave, Trenton, NJ 08629 
609-587-5929 raydianewilliams@juno.com 


************* 


Join us! Your collection is wanted! 

Large cent collectors! Have you joined the Early-Date Report? This free, confidential 
census of large cent collections is published on January 31st and July 31st of each year. The 

EDR now includes 138 collections with over 18,500 specimens. Only EDR members O Early-Date^] 
receive copies of the report. Your privacy and security are assured, and no part of your Report^/ 
address is published in any form. Still in doubt? “Just ask an EDR member." 

To join us, just send for a collection listing sheet, or send any neat list giving the net grade 
of the best example of each early-date variety in your collection. We suggest that you have at least most of 
a date set (1 793-1 81 4) in order to join. Submissions are acknowledged promptly, and your updates, inquiries, 
and comments are always welcome. All new members will receive a copy of the latest 48-page EDR edition. 
Deadline for our next issue is January 20th, 2001 , for publication on the 31st! 

The Early-Date Report - Red Henry - P.0.Box2498- Winchester, Va. 22604 < redhenry@visuallink.com > 
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Seven “R6” Varieties Fall to R5 


Red Henry 

Keeping rarity ratings up to date is important. As a collector, I can testify that this is especially true for 
the rarities of the early cents. As publisher of the Early-Date Report, I think that it’s vital to monitor the 
known numbers of the rare varieties, in order to discover any needed rarity-rating revisions and make the 
corrected ratings available to the collecting community. At the same time, any revisions to the rarity ratings 
at the R5 level and above must be based not on estimates but on hard data, that is, on the number of individual 
specimens known. 

The Early-Date Report has now grown to 138 collections with well over 18,000 coins, an extremely 
large amount of early-date data. Just as important, the information is current — that is, none of the collection 
listings are over 2Vi years old, and most of the listings have been confirmed by collectors’ updates within 
the last year. When EDR collections are sold, the coins which were in them are deleted from the EDR 
database. This all means that the EDR specimen numbers are accurate and current coin data. 

In addition to the information in EDR, I have gathered data recently from several helpful EAC experts 
and collectors, as well as publishing an appeal for information on EAC Region 8. The results were very 
informative. As of this date (18 August 2000), at least seven varieties have fallen from R6 down to R5, 
with 3 1 or more examples of each confirmed to exist. I believe that these seven varieties should now be 
listed in rarity guides as R5+. Here is a list of the varieties, together with the number of specimens known 
or specifically reported to me: 


1794 

S40 

1796 

S90 

1796 

S105 

1797 

SI 22 

1797 

S129 

1800 

S198 

1801 

S218 


31 specimens 
37 specimens 
42 specimens 
34 specimens 

32 specimens 

31 specimens 

32 specimens 


In addition to these, two more varieties should be very closely monitored. I can account for 29 specimens 
of 1796 S95, and 24 specimens of 1798 SI 44. It would not be surprising if S95 were to drop below R6 
in the not-too-distant future, and S144 could follow eventually. Stay tuned for more published results, 
because if the rarity of S95 or SI 44 changes, I will not keep it a secret. These rarity changes have 
implications for all of us who collect or deal in copper. 

There are 29 varieties listed as R6 in the current edition of the Early-Date Report. In the next edition, 
there will be only 22 such varieties, and perhaps fewer than that. If you would like to participate in EDR, 
I refer you to the ad elsewhere in this issue of Penny-Wise. If you have any questions or comments about 
this article or the varieties involved, your correspondence is invited. “Good hunting” to you all. 

Red Henry, P.O. Box 2498, Winchester, Va. 22604 
email: redhenry@visuallink.com 
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EAC MEETING AT BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION SHOW 

Chip Cutcliff 

Seven people were present at the EAC meeting held during the Blue Ridge show in 
Dalton, Georgia, Saturday, April 26, 15 9:15 a.m. The event was organized and hosted by 
Colonel Steve Ellsworth. In attendance were: 

Jerry Stubblefield, - Fulton, MS 
Phyllis Thompson - Dayton, OH 
Ed Hipps - Dallas, TX 
Chip Cutcliff - Kennesaw, GA 

Many of the above names are dealers who took time out from setting up their bourse 
tables to sit in on the meeting. Colonel Steve came well prepared, having produced copies of 
hand out material for exactly seven participants. 

First, we discussed the upcoming 2001 EAC meeting plans. A tentative schedule was 
handed out to all in attendance. This schedule proposes a Wednesday start-up, with battlefield 
tour and reception. Thursday will be for dealer setup, educational programs and sale lot 
viewing. Friday the bourse will open and there will be programs and lectures. Saturday boasts 
the annual sale at 7:00 p.m., after the bourse closes at 5:00. The general meeting will be first 
thing Sunday morning, with the bourse opening afterwards until 3:00 p.m. Colonel Ellsworth is 
your contact person for Bourse, Security and Events questions (703-802-0252). Gail Baker is in 
charge of Programs and Lectures, Mike Packard is handling the Happenings, and Clay Everhart 
the Exhibits. Look for additional information in future issues of Penny-Wise . 

We next discussed BUTTERNUT BITES #4: Coins and Home Security . Colonel 

Ellsworth has produced an informative series of notes, called Butternut Bites, dealing with 
collecting and security issues. His writings have appeared in a number of publications, 
including the most recent issue of Penny-Wise . Check out his web page at 
butternut@qslink.com for additional articles and details. 

Speaking of security issues, Ed Hipps gave us the details of his April robbery. A chilling 
story as to what measures a criminal will take to achieve his goal. Ed considers himself 
fortunate that no physical harm was done to him. His story proved the point — it can happen to 
anyone, anytime. We must all take steps to be as prepared as possible to prevent such events. 

Last on our agenda were the COINS! Steve brought a handout discussing S266 and 
some pictures that accurately depicted all die states, along with a couple of coins. He had a 
nice die state “A” coin, with perfect rims obverse and reverse. There was a good picture of die 
state “B”, showing the obverse rim break and resulting cud over “RTY”. Then Steve had an eye- 
catching AU50 die state “C” coin, showing the same obverse cud as on die state “B”, and a 
major reverse rim break and cud at “MERI” (condition census #3 coin, I believe). An impressive 
error, to say the least! The handout also discussed the 1804 restrike from an altered 1803 
obverse die #13 and an 1818 reverse die. Quite an educational show-and-tell. 

As the clock neared 10:00, the subtle pull of the bourse floor was felt by dealers and 
public alike. The meeting broke up, with all looking eagerly forward to their respective interests 
- buying, selling and trading little brown discs of history. 


REPORT ON NY / NJ REGIONAL MEETING 
JUNE 17, 2000 

Chuck Heck 

EAC Region 2 (NY & NJ) held a meeting on Saturday June 17, 2000 at the Westchester 
Stamp, Coin, and Paper Money Show in White Plains, NY. Members attending were: 
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Sonny Miller - Ellijay, GA 
Terry Hess - Clemmons, NC 
Steven Ellsworth - Clifton, VA 


Mark Borckardt 
Tom Rothacker 
Glenn Marx 
Chuck Heck 


Joel Spingarn 
Bob Rankin 
Walter Reed 


John Cloutier 
Bob Soltisiak 
Franc Vivalo 


We began with the usual introduction. I like this part because you always get to 
associate a name with a face and find out a little more about that person. We discussed the 
passing of Tom Morley. As a tribute to him, I brought copies of the two Cape Kennedy Medals 
sale catalogs (12/75 and 7/76), his 1794 LARGE CENTS GRADED & UPDATED book (with 
autograph), and the Superior Sale of the Morley Collection, 1992. Members spoke of his 
kindness and willingness to share. He will be missed. 

We were honored to have Mark Borckardt with us. Mark had volunteered to be the 
centerpiece guest speaker at the Young Numismatists Meeting that afternoon. For more info on 
this see my notice about the Coins For Kids Program in this issue of P-W . 

The upcoming Bowers & Merena Paul S. Mory collection was talked about. Several 
members placed bids and we will be anxious to hear how they fared. I brought the catalog and 
passed it around for anyone who had not seen it. Some attention was paid to the week before 
regarding the Superior sale of C. Doug Smith’s 1797’s. Quality coins always bring strong prices 
and Doug’s coins were quite nice. (I wonder what happened to his 94’s?). 

It came time to talk about the EAC 2000 convention and the upcoming 2001 and 2002 
planed for Fredericksburg, VA and Las Vegas, NV. Most of the discussion focused on the 
changes made regarding the sale and the way Tom Reynolds was hurt. All in attendance have 
known Tom and like, respect, and admire the man. The same was felt for Bob Grellman and 
Chris McCawley. But all felt that the board could have used more tact and forethought in the 
timing of events leading to the change in the catalog. One member said a change in catalog 
format would not matter to him; most agreed a change to include photos would certainly 
enhance participation. Several suggested they are anxious for the change. 

Our last item on the agenda was a “goodbye” to Don Valenziano, our regional co-chair / 
secretary. Don could not be at the meeting because of his imminent move to Houston, Texas. 
We all wish Don and Shirley well in their new home and HOT new environment. I have known 
him for many years and will miss his participation in our region. Region 6 is gaining a great 
asset. Craig Hamling has graciously volunteered his services as Region 2 secretary and in 
accordance with ARTICLE VII, SECTION 2 of the EAC BY-LAWS our President, March Wells, 
has appointed Craig, subject to confirmation by the General Members residing in Region 2 at 
the next succeeding annual meeting of the society. 

After our formal part of the meeting was over, we all broke down into my favorite - the 
Show & Tell. Walter Reed brought three pretty S-76’s: an A, a B, and lets call it A / B or C. He 
had the thick lettered edge, the thin plain edge, and an “in-betweener”. Nice coins! I believe 
Bob Rankin brought several very pretty Half-Cents. I misplaced my notes on these but I 
recollect seeing several 1804’s - all very pretty - a C2 and C4 if I remember correctly. I 
apologize for not being able to be more specific on this. I brought the latest additions to my 94’s 
- an S-20, S-21, S-38 and S-66 plus a pretty 1797 S-139 with a great obverse die bulge. 

Our next regional meeting will be held at this same site on Saturday, November 25, 2000 
at 10:30 am. Please come to the meeting and please bring something of interest to look at. 
Also, drop me your name and address to get on our mailing list. 


Chuck Heck, PO Box 298, Bohemia, NY 11716 


★ ***★****★* * ★ 
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MINUTES OF THE 2000 ANA-EAC MEETING 


Philadelphia, Friday August 1 1 


The meeting was called to order by National Secretary Denis Loring at 9:05 AM. 
The usual round of introductions followed. A partial list of attendees included: 


Paul Hybert, Chicago, IL 
Chuck Heck, Bohemia, NY 
R. W. Julian, Logansport, IN 
Art Himmelstein, Wyncote, PA 
Eric P. Newman, St. Louis, MO 
Chris McCawley, Edmond, OK 
Pete Smith, Minneapolis, MN 
Robert Hall, Anchorage, AK 
Carl Feldman, Randolph, NJ 
Greg Heim, N. Brunswick, NJ 
Bob Rankin, Maplewood, NJ 
Ed Zimmerman, Atlanta, GA 
H. Craig Hamling, Florida, NY 
Jim Finnance, Granby, CT 
Richard Kurtz, Fairview, NC 
Leroy Ferber, W. Berlin, NJ 
Ron Guth, Pacific Beach, CA 
Bob Gelman, Youngwood, PA 
John Griffee, Ocala, FL 
James Ross, Clarks Green, PA 
Mike Demling, Linwood, NJ 
Walt Husak, Burbank, CA 
John Nicastro, Fairport, NY 
John Bailey, Webster, NY 
Steve Fischer, W. Virginia 
Doug Bird, Hermosa Beach, CA 
Mark Verbeck, Deerfield, IL 
Steven Ellsworth, Clifton, VA 
Dan Sorkowitz, Neptune, NJ 


March Wells, Louisville, KY 
Tom Turissini, Wilkes-Barre, PA 
Roxanne Goldberg, Wyncote, PA 
Craig Sholley, Newville, PA 
Jon Lusk, Ypsilanti, Ml 
Bob Grellman, Lake Mary, FL 
Dan Holmes, Cleveland, OH 
John Dirnbauer, Cushing, ME 
Jason Dirnbauer, Searsport, ME 
Lisa Heim, N. Brunswick, NJ 
Jim Rosen, Bloomfield, CT 
David Sklow, Ocala, FL 
Gary Lewis, Cape Coral, FL 
Joseph Medio, Landisville, NJ 
Peter Mosiondz Jr., Bellmawr, NJ 
Larry Lee, Omaha, NE 
Charlie Davis, Wenham, MA 
Jim Neiswinter, Franklin Sq., NY 
Adrian Ross, Clarks Green, PA 
Mark Hays, Colorado Springs, CO 
Gregg Silvis, Newark, DE 
Phyllis Thompson, Dayton, OH 
Ira Stein, Fairport, NY 
Rich Hlavacik, New Lenox, IL 
Tom Reynolds, Omaha, NE 
David Menchell, Fresh Meadows, NY 
Tom Rinaldo, Bolinas, CA 
Denis Loring, Singer Island, FL 
Gail Baker, Colorado Springs, CO 


Two EAC’ers discussed their unsatisfactory experiences with Tom Sale, a seller 
on eBay, doing business as Norwest Rarities, coinbroker1@aol.com. Mr. Sale often 
offers choice early copper. 

March Wells apologized to Tom Reynolds for any distress Tom has suffered with 
regard to the change in responsibility for the EAC sale. 

Bob Grellman reemphasized that McCawley and Grellman was solicited by 
three different EAC presidents to make proposals for running the EAC sale, and was 
only awarded the sale this third time. At no time did M & G affirmatively attempt to 
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secure the sale. A very brief discussion followed, with a clear sense of the members 
present that the club unite behind M & G for the next two years. In 2002, the Board will 
openly solicit proposals for the 2003 sale from anyone who wishes to make one. 

Steve Ellsworth gave a presentation on the 2001 EAC convention, to be held 
March 28-April 1 at the Holiday Inn Select in Fredericksburg, Virginia. Details will 
appear in subsequent issues of P-W . 

Chuck Heck discussed his “Coins for Kids” program, and thanked the 
membership for donating early copper coins for the cause. 

Denis Loring announced that Ira and Larry Goldberg will sell the Benson 
collection of colonials, half cents, and large cents at auction on February 18-20 in Los 
Angeles. Dr. Benson was the personal physician of Ira Reed, and built his collection in 
the 1940’s. The coins will be cataloged by Del Bland. 

Bob Grellman announced the sale by M & G/Superior of the J. R. Frankenfield 
collection of half cents and large cents in February 2001. Mr. Frankenfield has a 
virtually complete collection by die variety. Bob also announced the sale in February 
2002 of the final (?) Robinson S. Brown, Jr. sale. The collection consists entirely of 
late date cents, 1840-1857, by variety and die state. 

Reporting for Mark Borckardt, Bob reported that the Breen book on early date 
cents will go to press in the next thirty days, and be available for purchase a few 
months thereafter. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 AM. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Denis W. Loring 
National Secretary 


****★★★**★*★* 
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EAC SALE CONTROVERSY 

Tom Reynolds 


In the May issue of PENNY-WISE, I provided an account of the procedure the 
EAC board used to remove me as the EAC Sale Cataloger. The result was many calls, 
letters, e-mails and comments at coin shows to me expressing support. Two areas of 
concern were repeatedly expressed: 1. The method used to make the change, and 2. 
The 10% seller’s fee/10% buyer’s fee, with favoritism given to some consignors by 
giving a reduced seller’s fee. 

President March Wells met with me privately at the ANA in Philadelphia and 
apologized for the method used to make the change. He also apologized publicly at the 
EAC meeting held during the Convention. Our private conversation resulted in an 
agreement that the Board would reconsider the 1 0%/1 0% fees and the favoritism as 
soon as March could contact the Board members by mail. AS A MEMBER OF EAC, 
NOW IS YOUR CHANCE TO EXPRESS YOUR OPINIONS TO THE BOARD 
DIRECTLY OR THROUGH YOUR REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES . These 
individuals are listed inside the cover of each issue of PENNY-WISE. Let them know 
what you think about the changes. 

During the past four months, I have been trying to locate a current copy of the 
By-Laws for EAC. The best I have been able to find is a copy from the mid-1980’s. 
Does anyone have a current copy of the By-Laws? I am interest in learning what 
officers are actually on the Board as voting members. Presently, everyone listed on the 
inside cover of PENNY-WISE appears to be a voting member. If the Chairman and 
Secretary from a Region are both present at a Board meeting, do they both get to vote? 
I believe the By-Laws need to be reviewed and updated. 

************* 


PRESIDENT’S LETTER TO THE MEMBERSHIP 


I went to the ANA convention in Philadelphia specifically to mend fences. The 
EAC meeting was well attended, as you can see from the list of attendees contained in 
Denis Loring’s meeting minutes. Please take the time to read them. 

I would like everyone to know that I am truly sorry for the uproar ensuing from the 
decision of the Board to have the annual sale conducted by M&G Auctions for the next 
two years. Hindsight being 20 - 20 I can see where this entire matter could have been 
better managed, and with greater consideration for the work done by Tom Reynolds on 
previous sales. 

I spoke with Tom at length on Thursday at ANA and apologized to him personally 
for any embarrassment or distress to him from this matter. At the EAC meeting, I 
repeated this to Tom and the group as a whole. 
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As for the EAC sale, I am confident that M&G will give us an outstanding sale 
next March, and that in the long haul an improved sale will be of great benefit to EAC 
and its members. 

March Wells. 

************* 


PRESIDENT’S CALL TO THE BOARD 


5 September 2000 

TO: All EAC Officers and Regional Chairmen 

RE: EAC Sale 

In this issue of P-W you will find a copy of a letter Tom Reynolds is addressing to 
the membership. You will also be able to read the minutes of the EAC meeting at the 
August ANA convention. 

At the ANA meeting Bob Grellman spoke to the group and stated that M&G 
would be willing to revisit any of the particulars of their proposal for conducting the 
annual sale. In the general discussion that followed Bob’s remarks there was one 
member who inquired whether or not the whole matter could be reopened. Denis 
offered the opinion that it was too late, timewise, to do that. Denis called for a show of 
hands on whether or not the group wanted to keep the sale arrangements as is. All 
those who raised their hands indicated yes. When Denis asked for the no votes, there 
were none. 

When I had my last telephone conversation with Tom he asked me about the 
sale commission, expressed his opposition to it, and stated that he was going to write a 
letter about it for the September P-W . I told Tom he had a perfect right to do so. I also 
told Tom that I would write to each member of the Board to find out if they had any 
second thoughts on the matter. None of you were present at the ANA EAC meeting 
with the exception of Denis Loring and myself, hence this letter. 

For those of you who were at the EAC board meeting in April, I am sure that you 
will remember that every aspect of the M&G proposal was discussed in detail. 

May we please hear from each of you, either to ratify what has already been 
voted upon, or to express your wish for a modification of the M&G proposal. 

My personal thinking is that we should let M&G run the sale as they have 
proposed for at least one year. If there are any problems that need to be addressed, 
they can be handled at next year’s meeting in Virginia. 

March Wells 


************* 
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BRODY & HECK, LLP 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 640 Belle Terre Road, Bid. E 

Port Jefferson, New York 11777 
(631)928-0909 


August 24, 2000 
To All EAC Members, 

I am writing this memo to give a brief overview of what EAC members may deduct as charitable 
contributions on their tax returns and to correct some statements made recently in past issues of PW. 

While Early American Coppers Inc. is generally exempt from paying tax, contributions to EAC from 
members are not always tax deductible. 

Because EAC is classified as a 501(c)3 organization, dues are considered to be membership fees and are 
generally deductible as a charitable contribution. However, if the dues paid are a necessary and ordinary 
business expense, that amount may be deducted as a business expense. 

Items and/or merchandise are generally not deductible as a charitable contribution unless an organization is 
a 501(c)3 organization. If it is a 501(c)3, a member may deduct the fair market value of any donated item. 
On the other hand, if a member donates a weekend at their condominium to a silent auction, they may 
deduct only their out-of-pocket expenses, not the fair rental value of the condo for that weekend. 

Merchandise purchased by a member from a 501(c)3 organization is not tax deductible as a charitable 
contribution unless the amount they pay exceeds the fair market value of the item. For example, if 
a member pays $15.00 for a $10.00 vase at a silent auction, they may deduct only $5.00. 

Tickets purchased from a 501(c)3 organization are not deductible as a charitable contribution unless the 
price of the tickets exceeds the value that the member received. In addition, if any portion of the cost of the 
ticket is deductible as a charitable contribution, the organization must disclose this amount to members at 
the time of the solicitation. 

Certain membership benefits provided in exchange for a payment of $75 or less may be disregarded for 
purposes of determining whether any quids pro quo were provided to the donor. 

Also, there have been some very incorrect statements made in recent issues of PW. It is not illegal for 
non-profit organizations to build up large cash reserves. (What is the definition of large ?) Most 
non-profit organizations would love to have any cash reserve at all. The IRS uses no such term as surplus 
or "over-supply" of cash. Non-profits are subject to laws and rules regarding use of segregated funds but 
those laws are voluminous and beyond the scope of this paper. 

This is a complex issue and an important one for our members to understand. If anyone needs further 
clarification, please let me know. I will do my best to answer. 

Smserdy yours, / 

f'. 

Charles F. Heck, CPA 
Member of Brody & Heck, LLP 


- 284 - 


EAC 


SALE 


2001 


Consignments are now 
being accepted 
for next year’s EAC Sale 
to be held at the Holiday Inn Select 
in Fredericksburg, Virginia 
Saturday night, March 31 , 2001 . 


Please direct all consignments to: 


Call Chris 405-341-2213 or Bob 407-321-8747 
to discuss consigning to this sale 


Bob Grellman 
P.O. Box 951988 
Lake Mary, FL 32795 



Bob Grellman 
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Copper and history come together at... 





EAC 2001 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 





March 28th - April 1st, 2001 

Holiday Inn Select 

2801 Plank Road, Fredericksburg, Virginia 

1-95 Exit 130B (Virginia State Rt. 3W), 540-786-8321 or 800-682-1049 

About 50 miles south of Washington, D.C. / Dulles Airport 



Tentative Schedule: 




'V? 


Wednesday, March 28th 

Registration begins 
Fredericksburg battlefield tour 
Opening reception (Kenmore mansion) 

10:00 am - 1:00 pm 

1:00 - 5:00 pm ($ 15/person) 

6:00 - 9:00 pm 

Thursday, March 29th 

Dealer setup 

Registration and Sale lot viewing 
Exhibitors setup 

Wine, cheese, and beer reception 

9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
10:00 am - 6:00 pm 
2:00- 3:30 pm 
5:00 - 6:00 pm 



Happenings: Setup 

Happenings 

3:30 - 5:00 pm 
7:30 - 11:00 pm 


Friday, March 30th 

Bourse open and Sale lot viewing 
Programs and lectures 

10:00 am - 6:00 pm 
1 1:00 am - 4:00 pm 


Saturday, March 31st 

Dealer Setup 

Bourse open and Sale lot viewing 
Young Numismatist program 
Programs & lectures 
EAC Sale 

9:00 - 10:00 am 
10:00 am - 6:00 pm 
10:30 am - 3:00 pm 
11:00 am - 3:00 pm 
7:00 pm 


Sunday, April 1st 

General meeting 
Bourse open 

9:00 - 10:00 am 
10:30 am - 3:00 pm 



Contact: Bourse / Security / Events: Col. Steven Ellsworth 703-802-0252 
Programs & Lectures: Gail Baker 
Happenings: Mike Packard 
Exhibits: Clay Everhart 


Fredericksburg, Virginia is a treasurehouse of American history - Four major Civil War battlefields nearby 
Birthplaces of George Washington and Robert E. Lee just a short drive away - Many other historic sites! 
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2001 HALF CENT HAPPENING 

Greg and Lisa Heim 


As usual, we are submitting a preliminary list of varieties under consideration for the 
2001 Half Cent Happening. The 1808 C-1 and the 1841 Proofs have already been chosen. 
That means we will choose three from the list. The list shows coins which made their last 
appearance from 1986 - 1991 along with coins which have never made a Happening 
appearance. 


1986 


1989 


1797 

C-1, C-3b, C-3c 

1795 

C-5a 

1803 

All varieties 

1804 

C-4 

1807 

C-1 

1804 

C-11 



1825 

C-1, C-2 

1987 


1990 


1795 

C-1, C-2a 

1795 

C-6a, C-6b 

1805 

C-1, C-4 

1802 

All varieties 



1826 

All varieties 

1988 


1991 


1795 

C-4 

1794 

C-lb, C-2a, 

1808 

All varieties 



1832 

All varieties 




COINS WHICH HAVE NEVER APPEARED 

1803 C-8, C-13 

1805 C-1, C-4 
1828 C-2, C-3 

1834 C-1 

1835 All varieties 
1853-1857 All varieties 

You can get in touch with us by e-mail: qanqof4@optonline.net: by calling from 10 AM 
to 9 PM ET at (732) 297-8661; or by writing to P.O. Box 7652, North Brunswick, NJ 08902- 
7652. Remember it is YOUR Happening. All input is reviewed and referenced. 




NEW EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS MEDALLION FOR YEAR 2000 
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A special EAC medallion was struck to commemorate the EAC Convention in Cape 
Canaveral, Florida and the calender change to the year 2000. The medallions are YA inches in 
diameter and approximately 2X> mm thick. The obverse is the Liberty Cap large cent design 
dated 1794 and resembling SI 8 and S19. The reverse has ‘Cape Canaveral, Florida, April 6-7- 
8-9’ around the perimeter and ‘EAC 2000’, a space craft, and an outline of the state of Florida at 
the center. Medallions were struck in copper and in silver. Copper medallions are $6 each and 
the silver ones $21 each postpaid. Make check payable to EAC and send to Rod Burress, 9743 
Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 



A few 25 th anniversary and 30 th anniversary medallions are still available in copper only. 
Price is $6 each postpaid. Same ordering instructions as above. 


************* 

PENNY-WISE BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE 


120 

MAY 

1987 







181 

JUL 

1997 

121 

JUL 

1987 

141 

NOV 

1990 

161 

MAR 

1994 

182 

SEP 

1997 

122 

SEP 

1987 

142 

JAN 

1991 

162 

MAY 

1994 

183 

NOV 

1997 

123 

NOV 

1987 

143 

MAR 

1991 

163 

JUL 

1994 

184 

JAN 

1998 

124 

JAN 

1988 

144 

MAY 

1991 

164 

SEP 

1994 

185 

MAR 

1998 

125 

MAR 

1988 

145 

JUL 

1991 

165 

NOV 

1994 

186 

MAY 

1998 

126 

MAY 

1988 

146 

SEP 

1991 

166 

JAN 

1995 

187 

JUL 

1998 

127 

JUL 

1988 

147 

NOV 

1991 

167 

MAR 

1995 

188 

SEP 

1998 

128 

SEP 

1988 

148 

JAN 

1992 

168 

MAY 

1995 

189 

NOV 

1998 

129 

NOV 

1988 

149 

MAR 

1992 

169 

JUL 

1995 

190 

JAN 

1999 

130 

JAN 

1989 

150 

MAY 

1992 

170 

SEP 

1995 

191 

MAR 

1999 

131 

MAR 

1989 

151 

JUL 

1992 

171 

NOV 

1995 

192 

MAY 

1999 

132 

MAY 

1989 

152 

SEP 

1992 

172 

JAN 

1996 

193 

JUL 

1999 

133 

JUL 

1989 

153 

NOV 

1992 

173 

MAR 

1996 

194 

SEP 

1999 

134 

SEP 

1989 

154 

JAN 

1993 

174 

MAY 

1996 

195 

NOV 

1999 

135 

NOV 

1989 

155 

MAR 

1993 

175 

JUL 

1996 

196 

JAN 

2000 

136 

JAN 

1990 

156 

MAY 

1993 

176 

SEP 

1996 

197 

MAR 

2000 

137 

MAR 

1990 

157 

JUL 

1993 

177 

NOV 

1996 

198 

MAY 

2000 

138 

MAY 

1990 

158 

SEP 

1993 

178 

JAN 

1997 

199 

JUL 

2000 

139 

JUL 

1990 

159 

NOV 

1993 

179 

MAR 

1997 

200 

SEP 

2000 

140 

SEP 

1990 

160 

JAN 

1994 

180 

MAY 

1997 





APPROXIMATELY 7 OR 8 OF THE ABOVE ARE XEROX COPIES. THE REMAINDER ARE 
ORIGINAL PA/V ISSUES. ISSUES 120 THRU 149 ARE $3.00 EACH. ISSUES 150 THRU 
CURRENT ISSUE ARE $4.00 EACH. FOR ORDERS LESS THAN $20.00, ADD $3.00 
TOWARD SHIPPING. A STREET ADDRESS WILL GIVE FASTER, MORE DEPENDABLE 
SHIPPING BY UPS. SEND ORDERS TO ROD BURRESS, 9743 LEACREST, CINCINNATI, 

OH 45215. MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO EAC. 

************* 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL MEETING 

Randy Synder 

There will be a get together of EAC’ers at the Sacramento Valley Coin Club’s 43 rd annual 
Coin-A-Rama held at the Sacramento Convention Center, 1400 J Street. 

We’ll meet on Saturday, November 4, at 12 noon in room 10 

It promises to be a great show, 100 tables!. And it’s always fun to mingle with other 
copper nuts. Come out and enjoy your hobby. 


OBITUARY: BOB MATTHEWS, EAC #2163 

John D. Wright 

My friend Robert E. Matthews carried on a 14-year off-again, on-again bout with cancer. 
On 3 August 2000, he conceded the match. The world is better for the time he spent with us, 
and hundreds of his friends share with his family the sorrow of our loss. 

Bob was born in Ann Arbor, Michigan, on 22 July 1929, was graduated from Howe 
Military School, Eastern Michigan University, and Ferris State University as a pharmacist. He 
and Jean met and married when they were in college, and delighted in each other’s company 
for almost fifty years. Of their children Tom (1951), Kathy (1955), and Rusty (1959), only Tom 
was heavily bitten by the coin bug. 

Bob had a passion for hunting, fishing, adventure, sports, thoroughbred horses, bowling, 
golf, and collecting ANYthing. His fascination with coins went back to age six, and he had dealt 
in coins and coin supplies since 1960. 

Bob was a vigorous participant instead of a spectator. His stables at one time ranged up 
to twenty horses; his adventures took him to several raft and dory trips down the rivers of the 
West; his fishing and hunting took him to Canada and out west for Elk; his community 
involvement led to the founding of the Howell Elks Lodge and to many years on the Board of 
MSNS. 


We met Bob, Jean, and Tom about twenty years ago. Tom was eager for coins in 
general, and I hooked him good on large cents. That interest spread quickly to Bob. Tom 
joined EAC in 1981 (EAC 1339) and Bob joined in 1984 (EAC 2163). Several of Bob and 
Jean’s dearest friends grew from that connection, probably none closer than the Shalowitz’s and 
the Frankenfields. 

In 1984 Bob seized a rare opportunity when Jackson Storm offered his near-complete 
variety collection of 1794 - 1814 cents. Bob bought it all, merged it with Tom’s growing 
collection, and spent the next year sloughing off the duplicates. I remember the whirlwind 
purchase and spending an almost-all-nighter in the cataloguing and merging of this treasure. 

In 1986 Bob had his first brush with cancer. He was too involved with other things to 
bother with this new complication and had Bruce Reinoehl to thank for over another decade of 
vigorous, involved life. It was at Bruce's insistence and immediate actions that this first round 
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was vigorously addressed and subdued —but not conquered, as we then thought. All but the 
last of Bob's next fourteen years were good ones. 

God gave Bob a wonderful and long life, a loving family and circle of friends, and an 
opportunity to make a positive difference in the world he shared with us. It was a marvellous 
ride and I’m sorry it’s over. Several hundred of Bob’s friends came to his visitation and 
memorial to say goodbye to our friend and to cry with his family. 


It was the spring of 1986 and 1 was in a book store in Flint, Michigan, looking for 
information on a new hobby that I had just stumbled across, “coin collecting”. As I was looking 
at red books and blue books and black books on this hobby, a gentleman whom I had never met 
before came up to me and showed me two large cents that he had recently found with his metal 
detector. I was instantly amazed by the history and charm of these two “well used” coppers and 
inquired about the possibility of purchasing them. It was at this point that fate smiled on me, as 
the stranger did not want to sell his new found friends, but told me about a coin shop in Howell 
(Michigan) where there was a dealer who had a whole shoe box of large cents that could be had 
for three bucks apiece. 

I went home and found out where Howell was and phoned to confirm this story before 
making the 30 mile trip. When I checked store hours, I found that the shop was open normal 
store hours but until 9:00 pm on Fridays. The next Friday I and Bruce Morgan made the trip to 
Howell and met Bob Matthews for the first time. We stayed at the shop and looked at coins until 
after closing, Bob showed us not only the differences between die varieties (on $5 coins) but 
also the wealth of knowledge that was available on collecting and caring for early copper. He 
introduced us to Penny-Wise and EAC and invited us to come back any time to look around or 
just ask questions. I think that between us we spent $15 on large cents that night and in return 
we were given a passion for collecting copper that I believe will be with me as long as I am on 
this planet. Over the weeks and months to come, we spent many more Friday nights at 
Matthews Money Tree and Bob shared with us his hobby, his collection, and his wonderful 
family. I miss him already. 


The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last issue of P-W . 
Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individual are received by the 
membership committee before the November issue of P-W , all will be declared elected to full 
membership at that time. Chairman of the Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 9743 
Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 


*★★*★* ****★*★ 


BOB MATTHEWS - COIN DEALER, MENTOR & FRIEND 

Bob Klosterboer 


************* 


NEW CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Nick Kardasis 
Carl Wagner 
Ted Henricks 
James Tippett 


NAME 


Chamisal, NM 
Scottsdale, AZ 
Wilmington, DE 


CITY, STATE 

Wellesley Hills, MA 


MEMBER# 

4855 

4856 

4857 

4858 
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Larry W. Paschal, Jr. 

Clemmons, NC 

4859 

Richard J. Faath 

Spring Hill, FL 

4860 

Randy Clark 

San Jose, CA 

4861 

James R. Morgan III 

King George, VA 

4862 

Jim Edwards 

San Diego, CA 

4863 

Warren 0. Jenkins 

Hartford, CT 

4864 

Michael Harper 

Bowling Green, KY 

4865 

Bill Bugert 

Springfield, VA 

4866 

Robert Profeta 

Miller Place, NY 

4867 


************* 


GUILTY, AS CHARGED 

Clay Everhart 

I am guilty as charged. I know that it is wrong, but I cannot help myself. 

Since re-igniting my interest in large cents in the early nineties, I have gone to each 
annual EAC convention that I could possibly attend. I try to go to EAC meetings when there is 
one in my area. I am first vice president of the Virginia Numismatic Association, I do what I can 
for the organization, and I enjoy it. I read with interest the occasional squabbling among 
EAC’ers and others in the numismatic community, and on occasion I have even joined the fray. 

I have even been lucky enough to have had several articles and letters printed in Penny-Wise , 
ANA’s The Numismatist , and VNA’s excellent publication, The Virginia Numismatist . I have had 
the privilege of becoming friends with many collectors and several dealers. I truly enjoy seeing 
these folks at shows, and look forward to talking copper, or just talking with each and every one 
of them. I have even made numismatic friendships over the phone that have been very 
rewarding. I enjoy looking at coins in exhibits and at ones that I cannot afford at Tom or Jim or 
Doug or Steve’s tables. 

But I must be honest. I may even get in trouble for saying this. I might even be looked 
upon as some sort of pariah for mentioning it. This may not be politically correct or 
numismatically popular, but do you want to know what really drives me in 99.9% of my dealings 
with anyone associated with the numismatic community? Get ready for a shocker. Let the 
record state: What I really like best, by far, are my coins. Not other people’s coins, not your 
coins. My coins, and most of all, the coins that I have most recently purchased. 

There, I said it. Let me write it for all to read one more time: It is the large cents I really 
love. The reason I go to shows is to buy coins! Sometimes I cannot afford them (when did that 
ever stop me?), but it is the coins that I like most. 

How much do I like my coins? Well, I have paid thousands of dollars for alarms and 
safes and safe-deposit boxes. But below are four examples that I think thoroughly prove the 
insane degree to which I like my coins. Maybe these should be requirements for a real bare- 
bones collector: 

1. I once read, and I think it was Harry Salyards who wrote it, that when he gets a new coin 
that he really likes, he will occasionally leave it by his bed so he can look at it more often 
and at his leisure. Until I read that, I assumed I was the only one who did this. 
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2. I have wasted time thinking about which coin I would keep if for some reason I could keep 
only one. (I can tell you, it would not necessarily be the most expensive one, or the most 
rare. I would choose the one that, when it is about a foot or so away from my eyes, looks 
best to me.) 

3. When I receive my Penny-Wise every other month, the very first thing I look at are the coins 
for sale in the back of the magazine. 

4. On the way home from any given coin show, I will often look closely at my newly purchased 
coins in the sunlight WHILE DRIVING at 75, er, 65 mph. 

I have driven many miles in the snow and sleet to look at coins. Once I drove from 
Virginia to Delaware only to find out that a newspaper had printed the wrong date for the show. 
But did that stop me from driving back the next weekend to go to the show on the proper date? 
Hell, no. Of course, I drove back up, happily. 

I have met some women who think that all men think only about sex. Well, that may be 
true with me too. It’s just that sometimes the woman I am fantasizing about is an 18 th century 
artist’s rendering of Lady Liberty with draped bust and hair fastened by fillet. On my gravestone, 
perhaps my epitaph should read: “When we meet in the afterlife, we may discuss anything, but 
I will be thinking about her, as she looked in 1796.” It’s a love affair. 

****★★★*■*■*★** 


THE “COINS FOR KIDS” PROGRAM 

Chuck Heck 


As was discussed at EAC 2000, several EAC members (Mike Fedder, Jerry Dowling, 
Don Valenziano, Wes Rasmussen, Dan Trollan, JW Cox, and non-EAC’er Mark Simon) have 
given me some very nice low grade Large Cents for distribution to young coin collectors. 

Thank you all for your generosity. Now let me tell you what we did. Mark Borckardt 
(EAC #312) came down from New Hampshire to our Region 2 meeting on June 17 and 
prepared a “Coin Quiz” for the Young Numismatists meeting hosted by old timer Larry Gentile. 
Larry always puts on a fine meeting and the kids go nuts for this guy. He has plenty of visual 
aids and freebies for the kids. 

I sat in the back of the meeting watching Mark ask a question and witnessed kids 
practically leaping out of their chairs with answers. Mark really had a great rapport going with 
them and his quiz lasted a good one and one-half hours. At the conclusion I spoke to the 
children about copper collecting and how Mark and I belong to a specialty club called Early 
American Coppers. I then pulled out my old leather bag made by Indians up from the Lake 
George region. I told them they could each reach in the bag and pull out a 2 x 2 and the coin 
inside was a gift from some of our donating members. YOU HAD TO SEE THEIR FACES!!!! 
One little boy could not believe he had something over 150 years old in his hand. Another little 
boy came back to me, showed me his 1803 cent, said he already had that date, and “Could I put 
it back and pull another?” Priceless!!! You guys made their day. 

Let me be very clear - your generosity gave me a thrill. I got to see over 40 kids’ faces 
shine with pleasure, parents thanking me; kids thanking me more than once or twice. 
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So to Mike, Jerry, Don, Wes, Dan, JW, Mark: THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK 
YOU!!! And thank you Mark Borckardt for taking time from your crazy schedule to come down 
here and speak to the children. 

One last point: donations of decent, low grade coins can be sent to Chuck Heck at PO 
Box 298, Bohemia, NY 11716 or to Dan Trollan at 3301 14 Main Ave., Durango, CO 81301. 
Thanks again. 


************* 


THE EARLY AMERICAN COPPER CLASS AT THE ANA SUMMER SEMINAR 

Steve Carr 


An Early American Copper class was part of this year’s ANA Summer Seminar. The 
class met during the first session (there are now 2 sessions!), from July 1-7. This was the first 
offering of a class in half cents, large cents, and hard times tokens in several years. 

Students included EAC’ers Ray Hedberg, Greg Heim, Geoff Kolb, and David Menchell. 
Don Farnsworth, the fifth student, is a soon-to-be EAC’er. Doug Bird and Steve Carr taught the 
class. Rod Burress deserves a special thank you for donating materials for the class to use. 
Thanks, Rod! 

When the class started, a Libertas Americana medal (ex Garrett) was passed around. 
This was followed by lots of early coppers, included a 1796 with pole half cent with a huge 
straight clip, an 1810 large cent restrike in tin, a beautiful CC 1796 S-103 “Liherty” large cent, 
and a “lump of coal” S-13. A few of the other interesting coins the class examined included an 
1808 C-3 half cent, a couple of (elusive) 1847 N-2’s, a 1797 S-129, a double struck 1798 S-145, 
an 1834 N-5, and a few ladies who had been to the hair dresser (reengraved hair on Liberty). 
Each provided an interesting story. 

The class focused on attributing and grading coppers. Special emphasis was placed on 
net grading and seeing how EAC grading (and pricing) fits in with the rest of the coin world. 
Attribution and quickfinder tips were shared and used. The handling, storing and “curating” of 
coppers was covered, and students started breaking in their own copper brushes. Other topics 
covered included errors and how they were made, copper literature, foil pressings, and how to 
properly brush a copper. 

About a day was spent covering each main area of early American coppers - half cents, 
early date large cents, middle date large cents, and late date large cents. The fifth day was 
spent on hard times tokens and practice grading and attributing. The class was five days 
immersed in copper. Almost heaven .... 

The ANA is offering the class again next summer. It is tentatively scheduled for Session 
II (usually the second week in July) with a copper mini-seminar scheduled during Session I. If 
you would like to register or get more information about next year’s class, contact Gail Baker, 
ANA Director of Education, 818 N. Cascade Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279, (719) 
632-2646, e-mail education@monev.org . Doug Bird, PO Box 608, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254, 
(310) 374-1764, e-mail birdcoin@go.com . or Steve Carr (913) 383-2568 or e-mail 
sca r r4002@aol.com . 


************* 
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WHERE HAVE ALL THE R6’S GONE? 

John D. Wright 


In response to Red Henry’s thought provoking article (elsewhere in this issue of P-W ) on 
the fallen-from-R6 varieties of 1793 - 1814, I was challenged to do the same for the 1816 — 
1839 series. With fewer rarities, my charge is easier. In fact, even from my 1992 publication, 
the mid-date list of R6-and-up varieties stood at a mere half dozen. Let’s see how they’ve fared 


22N14 - Four known to me. The first was discovered in 1983, the fourth in 1995. 

30N9 — Nineteen known to me. The first was discovered in 1882 (or so), the second in 1969, 
the nineteenth in 1999. 

34N7 — Seven known to me. First published by Newcomb in 1940, the most recent one is a 
VG by Rod Widok in 1995. 

35N19 — Dropped to R5. Discovered by me in 1982, the thirtieth example was confirmed in 
1995. Another 4-8 have come to light since then. 

38N16 — Dropped to R5. Discovered by me in 1973, the thirty-second example was confirmed 
in 1995. Another 6-10 have come to light since then. 

39N15 Dropped to R5. Discovered before 1964, now at least thirty-six examples are known 

to me. 

All other 1816 - 1839 large cent varieties were R5 or less in 1992. 


************* 


A HIGH-GRADE FAKE 1793 HALF CENT 

Michael Demling 

Accompanying this report are photos of a 1793 ‘half cent’ which was sent to me in error 
by an Arizona dealer. Upon close examination, I discovered that it was a Galley Mint token that 
did not have the “COPY” stamped on it. The piece was original and was not tampered with. 
The edge had the correct lettering and the surfaces that usually bear the “COPY” stamp were 
unaltered (see enlarged photo). These tokens are very deceptive and this dealer is trying to sell 
it as a real coin. 

I took the enclosed photos, then sent the token back to the dealer. At the recent ANA 
show, I gave a copy of the photos to the Gallery Mint with information about the dealer. The 
dealer's name is Tom Sale, his company goes by Norwest Group Ltd. In Flagstaff, Arizona. His 
e-bay names are “Coinbrokerl” and “Norwestrareities.com” and web site “Americoin.com”. As 
far as I know, Mr. Sale still has the coin. I also announced, at the ANA EAC meeting, the 
particular events leading to my getting this token. This story and subsequent information has 
also been posted on Region 8. 

This story and these photos are being published in Penny-Wise to alert everyone to this 
deceptive token. When there is one, there may be more. The big question is, how did it get out 
of the Gallery Mint? 
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TALKING BEGINNERS - ATTRIBUTION - Part 6-1795 

Steve Carr 

This time, let’s try attributing some 1795 Liberty Cap large cents. 1795 is a fun year, as most 
1 795’s can be attributed, even AG 3’s and FR 2’s. It is also easy. There are thirteen different varieties for 
the year, and there are some very distinctive differences among the varieties. Cents of this year come with 
lettered edges, reeded edges, or plain edges. They also come with either thick planchets or thin planchets. 
Finally, they come with the regular style Liberty cap head or with the “Jefferson” style head. With three 
NCs, an R-7, and three R-5’s, it is a good year for cherrypickers. 

The most commonly used markers for 1795’s include the location of the numeral 5 in the date, the 
placement of the words “ONE CENT” on the reverse, and the number of leaves on the wreath at certain 
locations. Let’s look at Barry Murphy’s quick finder for the year. 


1795 


A. Lettered etJqe 

1. Double leaf top right branch 

2. Single leaf top right branch 

a. ONF, CENT high, single leaf at OF 

b. 5 imbedded in bust, double leaT at OF 

c. 5 away from bust, hyphen between RT 


75 R-3 


76a R-5 
74 R-4 
73 R-5- 


B. Plain edge 

1. Triple leaf at UN in UNITED 


77 


R-4- 


2. ONF CENT high In wreath 

a. Date evenly spaced, T> touches bust 76b R-l 

b. Date spaced 1 79 5, top of 5 imbedded in bust NC-2 R-8* 


3. Top of 5 barely touches bust 

4. T in CENT rests directly on leaf tips of both 
leaves below 


C. Gripped edge, double leaf top right branch 


79 


R-7 + 


D. Jeff' 
1 . 


rson head 
Tlain edge 

Lettered edge 


no R-5* 
NC-l R-n- 


Using this quick finder, our first step is to look at the edge, unless our coin is a Jefferson head. 
Here’s our first coin. It has a lettered edge. 
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Since we have a lettered edge, we use the first section (A) and look at the sub categories. The first 
subcategory is the number of leaves at the top of the right wreath stem. Our coin has two, making it an S- 
75. Pretty easy, huh? 

Here’s our second coin. It has a plain edge. 



Since we have a plain edge, we look at the second section (B) and then at the sub-categories. The 
first sub-category asks if there is a triple leaf at UN in UNITED. This coin has a double leaf, so this is not 
an S-77.The second sub-category asks if ONE CENT is high in the wreath. It looks like our coin has a high 
ONE CENT, so let’s look at the sub-sub-categories. There are two choices, one with the date evenly spaced 
and the 5 in the date touching the bust and the second with the date spaced 1 79 5 and the top of the 5 
imbedded in the bust. The 5 looks imbedded and there is a wider space between the 1 and the 7 in the date. 
The 9 and 5 look pretty evenly spaced, however. Which one is it? 

When in doubt, check another source. Looking at the pictures of S-76 and NC-2 (in Bill Noyes’ 
United States Large Cents 1793-1814 or William Sheldon’s Penny Whimsy ) it is obvious that the date on 
the NC-2 has closely spaced numbers, unlike this coin. This coin is an S-76b. 

Let’s try a third 1795. This one has a lettered edge and the reverse is just about slick, with a bit of 
the wreath and parts of a few letters showing. 
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Since it is a lettered edge, we go to the first category (A). Looking at the top of the right wreath, 
we see that there is only one leaf there. This puts us into sub-category 2. Checking sub-sub-catgory a, we 
see that ONE CENT is sort of visible but very indistinct. It is not possible to tell if there is a single leaf 
under the letters OF. There is not enough information to tell if it is an S-76a, so let’s check the other 
subcategories. 

The 5 in the date is imbedded in the bust, so sub-sub-category b could be this coin. If we compare 
the date on this coin with the date on the second coin we attributed, we find that they are different. Since S- 
76a and S-76b share a common obverse (and this is not it), this coin is an S-74. 

Liberty cap cents of 1796 are a little more difficult to attribute than the 1795’s, as the marker 
differences are more subtle. The Liberty cap cents of 1794 are more difficult still, but with some practice, 
you too can attribute them. 

If you have any topics you would like covered in Talking Beginners, please let me know. Steve 
Carr, 6815 W. 82 St., Overland Park, KS 66204, (913) 383-2568 or email scarr4002@aol.com. 

************* 


ROD BURRESS, EAC #109 


9743 Leacrest 


Cincinnati, OH 45215 
(513) 771 -0696 


$7.00 pkgof250 
$3.00 
$3.00 

$8.50 per 1000 


For Sale 

#4 Soft Jewelers Brush $8.50 each rtfinnn 

Jewelers Tissue 4x4 inch sheets ox 
Xvlol 4 oz bottle plus 1 00 wooden stick Q-tips 
Acetone 4 oz bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips 

“bbonC l ,iP Condi t ioner $ ( 4 bou 0 8 Msmall qty a. prem price) 

- - 

3 3 r\ r~ KOV nf P 


$2.50 


$13.00 ea 
$16.00 


Dkq of 100 $3.25 box of 800 $21.00 

Cotton Liners 100 percent soft cotton ' 

standard 2x2 Coin Envelopes SASE for sample 
VIGOR 1 0X Triplet magnifying glass very high qua i y op ics 

on market to my knowledge for its size and P"£® 
extra wide 1 3/1 6 inch lens aplanatic achromatic 

Rease call or write. 

Add $4.25 per order ($5.00 western states) for shipping. Shipping by UPS You mus giv 
street address. 


send SASE for sample 
Fit inside 

$25.00 pkg of 100 
best glass 

$39.00 each with cord 
$4.00 approx 37 pgs 


****** 


******* 
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AN OBITUARY OF MINT DIRECTOR DAVID RITTENHOUSE 


Submitted by James Livingston 



I )£ A Gazette for the Country 


PUBLISHED (WEDNESDAYS AND SATURDAYS) BY HOPKINS, WEBB IT CO. N°. 40 PINE-STREET, NEW-TORN. 


NEW-TORK y Web Ned a r, July 6, 179 6. 


PHILADELPHIA. July x. 

Sketches of the Character of 

, R I T ,T E N H O U S E. 

THE felf-taught philofopher of Ameri- 
ca is no more. He terminated a life of 
more than 64 years, early on the morning 
of Sunday lalt, after a very fevere illnefs of 
a few days. 

The mournful pleafure of confecrating 
his memory, and imitating his virtues, is.the 
only confolationthat remains. In attempt- 
ing the firll we may without prelumption 
rely on accompliihing tlie lall. 

Rittcnhoufe was a native of America, and 
born at a time when the advantages of a 
liberal education were far from being free 
to all. 

He feems to have purfued alone the ener- 
getic impulfe of his own mind, in deitining 
himfelf, at an early period of life, to feien- 
tific purfuits. As his circumftances were 
narrow, he was not liberated from the la- 
bours of aftive life, till a few years before 
his death. . He at firll united the. profel- 
fions of a farmer and a watch-maker, the 
laft of which he filled with unrivalled emi- 
nence. Some of its nicer operations con- 
tinued to be his favourite mode of relaxa- 
tion during all the fubfequent period of his 
life, of which many friends polfel’s invalua- 
ble teftimonials. 

In 1769, he was called by the American 
philofophical fociety, in alfociation with 
other gentlemen, to obferve the tranfit of 
Venus ; and the accuracy which charatler- 
ifed the obfervations and calculations made, 
was the refult of great powers of meclian- 
ifm, aided by comprehensive and correft 
powers of mind. The philosophers of Eu- 
rope were, on this occalion, as liberal in 
the fentiments of applaufe as thole of fur- 
prife. 

The bias of his mind direfted him to 
aftronomical purfuits. He was the firll 
who reared this fublime fcience to its pro- 
per elevation, in this country, by fuperin- 
tending a regular obfervatory, which fur- 
nilhed the means of its extenlion and im- 


provement. — We arejuftified in averting 
hirp to liave been tire greatell aflronomer 
in the weftern world ; we are not jullified 
in pronouncing him inferior to any in the 
world. 

During the American war, which pro- 
duced the firmclt alliance between freedom 
and fcience from a fenle of common danger, 
the philofopher did not claim an exemp- 
tion from the duties of patriotifm. Ac- 
cuftoined to kindle with enthuliafm in con- 
templating the fublimities of fcience, he 
could not behold the magnificent fpediaclc 
of a nation afferting its rights without blen- 
ding the feelings of a human heart, and the 
thoughts of an enlightened head, with the 
feelings and thoughts of the patriot and 
the llatelman. During the arduous con- 
teft, as< well as during the whole progrefs 
of tire French revolution, he thought like 
a freeman, he fpoke like a freeman, treadled 
like a freeman. 

Since the American war, he fiicceffively 
filled the office of treafurer of the Hate of 
Pennfylvania, and director of the national 
mint : in the firll of which he m'anifefted 
inflexible integrity, and in the laft the rare 
talent ot combining theories in fuch a way 
as to produce correct pradlical effefts. 
Thofe who have minds to eilimate the dif- 
ficulties attending the performance of fuch 
duties, will do jullice to the talents which 
difeharged them ; and as to thofe who have 
not the capacity requifite, their cenfurc ,is 
praife. 

Rittcnhoufe was the fecond prefident of 
the American philofophical fociety, the fuc- 
ceiror of. the illultrious Franklin, whofe 
greatnefs he delighted to acknowledge, and 
whofe fame he contributed to enlarge by 
corredl and frequent enlogium. 

After, being carefted by a grateful coun- 
try in tile bolom of honor, Rittcnhoufe 
yielded to the folicitat'ions of a private life, 
and fpent his laft days in philosophic retire- 
ment. There we behold him-the object of 
love, admiration and reverence. The ami- 
able graces of domeftic virtue Hied, perhaps, 
a milder and a more conftant lullre over his 
character than tlic vivid flalbca of fcience 
and the deep energies of in'telledl. Here 
lie felt content, Uor feemed to wifli for 
more. 


In his intercourfes of friendflrip, finceri- 
ty and fimplicity went hand in hand. A 
ftranger to the too common arrogance of 
high pret;eu lions,' he met every man on the 
ground of friendly reciprocity. Feeling a 
fuperior attachment to thofe who propaga- 
ted fcience, he did not attempt to coaceal 
the eftimation in which he held them. He 
was among the firll to welcome to America 
theperfecuted Philofopher of England, and 
formed with him ail intimacy which only 
required time to be cemented into a killing 
friendfhip. 

We have viewed Rittenhoufe in the cha- 
radler of a philofopher, exploring the ar- 
cana of nature, — we , have viewed him in 
the character of a private man, diffufing 
happinefs around him. Called to view him 
in the character of a citizen of a free Re- 
public, we trace the'features of a mind up- 
right, enlightened, and energetic ; — a mind 
which fpurned the (hackles of unworthy 
controifi ; — a mind which never, ceafed to 
reverence freedom and to love thofe- who 
revered it ; ' a mirid, which deprecated as 
unfriendly to human happinefs every aber- 
ration from the Hern principles of demo- 
cratic integrity. At the time when the 
1 thunder of power menaced popular focie- 
ties with ruin, by becoming prefident of 
the Democratic fociety of Philadelphia, he 
interpofed the ihield of a name which fpoke 
to the world even louder than thunder. 
Thofe meafures which to him appeared to 
endanger the purity of freedom excited all 
the energies of his mind, and he dared to 
cenfurc men as well as meafures, where his 
duty bid him do it. 

Sons of fcience and patriotifm ! you have 
fuftained, it is to be feared, an irreparable 
lofs! The prefent lofs is indeed great. For 
who can fupply the place of Rittenhoufe? 
Let us, however, hope that we, as well as 
our children, will emulate his virtues, and 
rival his talents; and that the offfpsing of 
an example dear to fcience, luirtfanity and 
freedom, will be neither few in number, nor 
feeble in power ! 
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Half Cent Whist at the Forum 


Mike Packard 


On Saturday, July 15, 2000, 1 attended a half cent whist match between Jon Lusk (number 
5 on the 1/200 survey) and Bob Yuell (number 7). I had called several local Washington, 
D.C.-area half cent collectors to see if they could join us, but most had already made 
other plans for the day and were unable to attend. Only Kermit Smyth and Pat Martin 
could attend and sit in judgment on these two collections of outstanding half cents. 

We decided to have a contest among the 99 Cohen-variety business strikes. (We all agree 
that Cohen’s 1795 5-b and 6-b “subvarieties” should not be listed as separate varieties 
because the only differences between the “a” and “b” subvarieties are in the planchet 
thickness, not in the dies used to strike them. However, because each participant had an 
example of each, we decided to include them in the match.) Each contestant received one 
point for having a variety and an additional point if his coin was judged the better of the 
two. In case of a tie, each contestant received V 2 point for having the better example. 

As it happened, Jon had a condo in Bethesda, MD (in The Forum) and this proved to be 
an agreeable meeting place for the match. Jon reserved the Community room and set out 
a feast for contestants and judges. We began shortly after 9 am. 

It was a very close match. Jon eventually won 138.5 to 135.5. The score was the 
consensus score of the judges and owners, but on close calls (and there were a lot of 
them) one of the non-competing judges was the tie breaker. One might ask how there 
could be any ties if there were 5 judges. On one occasion, one of the judges thought the 
examples were tied while one owner and one judge liked one or the other example 
somewhat better. Also, Pat had to leave shortly after noon which resulted in two 2-2 ties. 

Jon had 6 more varieties than Bob (the 1793 C-2, 1794 C-lb, 1796 C-l & C-2, 1802 C-l, 
1804 C-2, 1831 C-l, but Bob had a '94 C-4b that Jon lacked so there was a net +6 variety 
advantage for Jon.) Those 6 varieties provided 12 unanswered points for Jon. Only 5 
varieties were missing that day. Neither Jon nor Bob had the 1794 C-3b, C-5b, or C-6b, 
1797 C-3c, or 1808 C-l. Each of the missing varieties is rare and very expensive— if 
already attributed. 

What I found so interesting was not only that the final score was so close but that the 
coins shown by the two collectors were so evenly matched. Of the 86 varieties that both 
had, I thought the difference was 5 points or less on 48 of them. It was really amazing 
how similar their collections were. Both collectors have an eye for half cents with choice 
surfaces, nice color, and no problems over coins with lots of detail, but problems. The 
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consensus was that Bob won 46 of the 86 shared varieties, Jon won 37, and there were 3 
ties. Thus, on the coins where both had examples, Bob won 133.5 to 124.5. 

Both collectors had nice, evenly matched sets of 1793s. All 7 coins (Bob lacks a C-2) 
were in the Fine to Very Fine range and had above average surfaces. I really liked Jon's 
C-l with the reverse rim break. Both had a nice, strong VF 1794 C-la. Bob’s was 
particularly interesting because it had clash marks on both the obverse (leaves exiting 
Miss Liberty’s forehead) and reverse (strong clash of the head outside the wreath from 
7:00 to 8:30) that are not listed in Ron Manley’s work on Half Cent die states. Jon's 1794 
C-l was one of the stars of the match. Jon carries his coin as a VF-35 in the survey, but I 
thought it reached AU. (Bob's C-l was a not-too-shabby VF-25 by my grading that day). 
Jon's 1794 C-8 had doubled edge lettering~the Bronx was up and the Battery, down. 

One can read the edge letters no matter which side is up. It is only one of two doubled 
edge lettered half cents known to me. 

Bob’s 1795 C-2a (with edge letters) was interesting because it did not have a bulge before 
the face and only the very slightest beginning of a bulge through ME of AMERICA. 

Both Bob and Jon had decent 1795 C-2bs. Bob’s had the expected thin planchet, but 
Jon’s was on a thick planchet that apparently missed the edge lettering machine. Jon had 
both varieties of 1796. It is always a treat to see an example of the no pole variety. His 
with pole example was a nice F-12. Bob is still planning to fill his 1796 holes. I really 
liked their 1797 C-ls. Jon’s is a wonderful AU-55+ piece (in my opinion). I could look 
at it all day long. I think Bob needs to raise the grade on his example to at least an EF-40 
and maybe an EF-45. It's much too nice to be called a VF-35. 

Jon's 1802 C-l is nice coin and a rare treat. The 1802 C-l is still a tough R-6 variety. I 
really liked Jon’s 1803 C-3. I am very happy with my EF-45 piece ex Donny V., and 
Roger before him, but Jon's piece is a truly outstanding AU-55+. As a year, it is 
incredibly difficult to locate 1803s in AU or better condition. Jon's 1804 C-2, a coin he 
bought from Bill Weber in Cincinnati last year, was wonderful. It is perhaps the finest 
known of this scarce variety (the second rarest of the draped bust half cents); certainly it 
is one of the best two or three known. 

Jon narrowly beat Bob in the 1805 C-2s-again. Jon’s example was the third finest at the 
Half Cent Happening in Cape Canaveral this year, and Bob’s was the fourth finest. I like 
my 1806 C-3 slightly more than I liked Jon's but they are both keepers. (Hey, you’ve got 
to bring along something for show and tell and anyway, no one complained.) Jon's EF-40 
1808 C-2 is a coin most of us would be more than satisfied (i.e., long-ggg) to own. Jon 
showed a nice AU 1 809 C-2 that everyone wanted, and Bob's C-4 of that date is a truly 
exceptional coin that he calls Mint State and I think falls just a tad short. No matter, it’s a 
keeper any way you look at it. 
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I believe Jon's 1810 is about 10-15 points better than the EF-40 he lists it as in the survey 
(please upgrade it, Jon). His 1 831 could be a circulated proof. However, I do not believe 
Jules Reiver’s is. Therefore, I am not yet ready to call 1831 a proof-only year as my 
neighbor Bill Eckberg is. 

After the 1832's, Jon was ahead by 10 whist match points and it looked as if we were 
witnessing a blow out in the making. However, starting with the 1833 C-l, Bob amassed 
a run of mostly mint red pieces. His 1833 and proof-like 1949 made everyone's mouths 
water. Jon managed only 2 wins and 1 tie in the last 12 contests (1833-1857). Bob sort 
of looked like Tiger Woods trying to catch Bob May on the last nine holes of the PGA. 
Unfortunately for Bob, he needed another 3 varieties to force a tie and a playoff. 

It was a wonderful day. The match was close. Jon was up by 10 points after the 1808s 
and again after the 1 832s, but he could not hold on to that big lead. Many of the contests 
were agonizingly close. As I said before, both collectors have a real eye for quality, and 
the coins, with very few exceptions, were wonderful. Bob, Jon, Kermit, Pat, and I all had 
a tremendous time. All 5 of us have more than 70 half cent varieties in our collections so 
we are all “in to” the series. It is difficult to imagine a more pleasant activity for 5 copper 
nuts to enjoy on a nice Saturday. 

I graded Bob's coins when he whisted Ken Seachman last April and I also graded both 
Bob and Jon’s coins at this match. I wanted to see how consistent my grading is these 
days. It is not nearly as consistent as I would have liked. I regraded about 25 percent of 
Bob’s coins with more than what I consider to be an acceptable degree of difference (5 
points for coins grading from low VF to low AU and a smaller difference at the two 
tails). The lighting was veiy different (a lot of natural light at Ken’s house but all lamp 
light at Jon’s condo) which could account for part of the difference in my grades, but not 
on so many coins. I guess it is time for me to attend a half cent remedial grading class. 

Bob is looking for more half cent collections to challenge to a whist match. With his 
persistence, I’m sure I’ll be writing about another pleasant Saturday’s event in the not too 
distant future. 


★ ***★*★***★*★ 
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My One Cents Worth 
Chuck Heck 


After the New York EAC 1983 Convention I became less and less active in collecting 
copper and very inactive in EAC as of 1985. Eleven years passed. I built a nice 
collection of ancient coins - some silver, some bronze. Ancient coins offer no pressure! 
You don't even think of collecting every variety. Green on a bronze is a sign of 
authenticity and in some cases brings a premium price. Go figure! 

In the Winter of early 1996 I went to a local coin show only 1 mile from my house. I saw 
some old friendly faces - Dave Palmer, John Cloutier, and a new friendly face -Walter 
Reed. They told me that EAC 96 would be held in Philadelphia and c'mon Chuck, you'll 
have a good time. Karyn (my boss) said no to the trip - go by myself, have a lot of fun, 
"coin-out" as I call it, and spend some catch-up time with your old friends. 

When I got to the Doubletree Hotel that Friday morning they had no rooms left - but at 
the last minute that night they were able to accommodate me for the entire convention 
and at the special rate. I saw a few familiar faces and even after 1 1 years, I still 
remembered the names attached to those faces. What struck me the most was walking 
into the bourse on Friday morning - the dealer at the first table in front of the doors was 
Doug Bird. He looked directly at me and said: "Well I'll be - Chuck Heck - How the hell 
are you?" Eleven years - and Doug took them all away in less than eleven words. I've 
never told this to Doug or to anyone. This is why I love EAC and collecting coppers. 

I had similar reactions with Chris McCawley, Tom Reynolds, Bob Matthews, Denis 
Loring, John Wright, Mike Packard, Joel Spingarn, Lou Whitaker and others too 
numerous to mention. I looked at the sale lots - fell in love with a 1794 S-26 that I still 
feel I stole from the sale on Saturday night. 

The rest is history. Doug, Chris and Tom convinced me that 1794 Large Cents were 
inexpensive and it will be best for world peace if I focused my collecting efforts on that 
year. I did just like they counseled (my wife still will not talk to them) — and now at 
EAC 2000 I was honored by having my collection placed on view with some of the finest 
ever assembled. 

So what am I talking about? Why am I rambling? I assure you - 1 am not rambling. I am 
telling you why EAC and collecting copper is so important - that collecting copper has 
opened up friendships - that never happened with collecting ancients. My wife and I 
have been to Las Vegas, Boston, Cincinnatti, Cape Canaveral and toured these beautiful 
places. We have had drinks and dinners and breakfasts with Dave Palmer, John Cloutier, 
Walt and Patricia Husak, Tom Reynolds, March and Sara Wells and many others. I have 
met Bob Klosterboer - who happens to collect my old favorites the Middle Dates. He has 
a sharp eye and collects beautiful coins. I feel absolutely honored to be allowed to drool 
over the coins that he shows me. The only 1794 he ever owned is permanently 
impounded in my collection - a beautiful VF S-42 with a full strike on both sides (thanks 
again Bob!). I treasure the fact that it has Bob's name on its provenance. 
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When my newest grandson Quinn was born last December, we found that he would need 
heart surgery to close a hole between 2 chambers and to repair two valves. My wife and I 
and our son and daughter-in-law were nervous but hopeful. What does this have to do 
with copper? I'm getting there! This Spring at EAC 2000, after a 4 mile beach run with 
Bill Noyes, I am recuperating at the bar with Walt Husak and he introduces me to Tom 
Turissini and his lovely girlfriend CiCi (did I even come close with the spelling?). We 
get talking about the meaning of life and Tom tells me that he's a cardiologist. I'm no 
fool; I immediately get Tom to give me a diagnosis, cure, and assurance that my little 
Quinn is going to be absolutely fine. As Tom would have it, Quinn had his operation on 
July 1 1 - totally successful - he's recuperated and smiling and laughing at my idiocy 
again! 

So what's wrong with EAC? I'll tell you what's wrong. Denis Loring's Diary is no 
longer! That was always a favorite of mine. I asked Denis if he would mind if I picked 
up his style and did a similar thing for our last convention. I tried but felt like a copy-kat. 
So I decided not to go ahead with that. I'll tell you what else is wrong — Carvin 
Goodridge, Roger Cohen, and Walter Breen died during my eleven year hibernation. Big 
losses to our organization! 

For many of us there may be a tension over rising prices, the grading/slabbing insanity, 
the cleaning/conserving nightmare, and the general scarcity of decent copper at local 
shows. I don't have answers to any of the above except the last one. Now I might be 
opening up a can of worms here (I hope not, but here goes) but nice copper is scarce 
because EAC did such a damn good job. Think about it! Look at the Early Date Report, 
The Score, The List, etc — all the neat stuff is already owned by US! ! ! ! ! Until the Gallery 
Mint wakes up and realizes there is a ready market for some new old varieties (or should 
that be old new varieties) we are going to find shortages of Colonials, Large Cents, and 
Half Cents. Thank God that GM puts "copy" on their creations. 

So to finish this seemingly endless tirade of nothing meaningful, let me just say that I 
now only need 9 more varieties to complete the 94's (NC's not included). But more 
importantly, I need about 40 more conventions to talk to Dan Trollan and Jon 
Warshawsky and Gene Williams and Frank Stillinger, and 

I love you guys and girls. 


****★**★★**★★ 
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SOME MORE COMMENTS ABOUT EAC 2000 
And Various Other Stuff 
Chuck Heck 

Congrats to Roxanne Goldberg and her fiance Art. Very happy to hear of your upcoming 
wedding. I wish there were more EAC'ers as upbeat as she is. Roxanne brings a very 
positive and refreshing attitude towards copper collecting. She has great spirit and she 
speaks her mind. I LIKE THAT! ! ! 

EAC 2000 may not have had great numbers of participants, but I had a wonderful time. 
The 1794 display that John Warshawsky put together was beyond my wildest dream. 

The fact that I participated with these great collections and even greater collectors is 
something I will always cherish. Speaking of positive effects — this Warshawsky guy is 
amazing. He loves to show his coins; he's an info system consultant; bright; articulate; 
AND HE'S FUNNY! He makes my stomach hurt when he starts his banter. If any of 
you don't know him you should introduce yourself to him. 

Getting back to EAC 2000, Craig Sholley had some very interesting points on the marred 
field 1 794's which will now force some re-writing of the books. Great seminar Craig! 
Despite what some people have said about the sale, I felt there quite a few very nice coins 
available. I was surprised that many brought less than my estimate — I guess I have to 
start collecting 1798, 1802 and 1803. Yes, I know that prices are higher than back in 
1975, but prices are also higher for gasoline, houses, milk, cars, ciggies, etc, etc, etc. 

As for the Coins For Kids Program — Dan Trollan (another positive guy - loves 1794 - 
shows his coins willingly - fun guy to talk to and have a beer with - owns a pretty S-33) 
and I would like to get a Large Cent into a young kid's hand. Any donations would be 
very much appreciated. 

One last comment about EAC 2000 - when people say they can't find good copper 
anymore - look what happened to me: 

1 . Upgraded my S-38 to VG+; thanks Dan Trollan 

2. Upgraded my S-21 to VF - the Hayes plate coin; ex Homer Downing; ex John 
Adams; ex Steve Ellsworth; thanks Col. Steve 

3. Upgraded my S-66 to pretty VG; ex Stack; ex Halpern; ex Ellsworth; thanks 
again Col. Steve 

4. Added a pretty S-20 - tough to grade - VF detail, some isolated pitting, overall 
burnished but has lots of eye appeal to me. Call it VG. Who cares! I LIKE 
IT! 

One more story (I promise) - Thursday afternoon of EAC I am drooling over some of 
Walt Husak's 1 794's. He shows me a killer S-32, a sharp brown UNC that makes me 
nervous to hold it. He then plops another into my palm but the OBV is a much later die 
state and he tells me he bought this junky VF for fun. Of course I look at the REV and 
gulped at 6 sharp wheel spokes - the finest known S-33. Thanks Walt — If I were a cat I'd 
only have 4 or 5 lives right about now! 

Was EAC 2000 fun? You bet! Here's to EAC 2001 . 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Ray Williams writes, 

I’d like to congratulate the present and past editors of the P-W on reaching this landmark 
200 lh issue! Every issue has been a bimonthly event I have looked forwards to for over a 
decade The “Editor’s Introductions” have always been impartial, well thought out and inspiring. 
Maybe not always what we wanted to hear, but usually what we needed to hear. The original 
articles, membership news, letters to the editor, and the swaps & sales sections make this a 
great publication. I wonder if the founders of EAC could have dreamed that the organization 
would become what is has? 

Also marking a milestone this month is Dan Freidus. The September 25 issue of Coin 
World will mark the 5 year anniversary of Dan writing the monthly column “Colonial Americana”. 
This is his 61 st column since taking the reins from Michael Hodder, who had written the column 
for the prior year and a half. For those who have not read “Colonial Americana,” it covers all 
areas of “colonial” numismatics, presented in a manner easily understood by the general public 
but at the same time still appreciated by those who specialize in the field. Congratulations, Dan! 

I look forward to many more columns! 


Jerry Sajbel writes, 

Just a quick note to a bunch of my coin buddies! After about two years of discussions, a 
couple of false starts, a site visit and finally a presentation to the ANA board in Philadelphia, my 
bid to have the ANA mid-winter here in Charlotte was accepted! 

Mark your calendars for March 18-23, 2003 for the ANA mid-winter in Charlotte. Yes, it’s 
far off, but we’ll start working on it right away. Of course, I’d like to have an EAC regional 
meeting here and we have time to plan that too. 

Sign me deliriously excited, 

Jerry Sajbel 


*★★*★**★****★ 


FROM THE INTERNET 

Bill Eckberg 


Region 8 continues to grow slowly. We started July with 257 members and now have 
261. To the extent that discussions on Region 8 reflect the interests and desires of the 
membership as a whole, we should all be pleased that the controversy over the EAC Sale 
seems to be diminishing rapidly. Though there were substantial contributions to this discussion 
from Craig Sholley, John Wright, Greg Heim and Jeff Gresser, it no longer dominates the 
discussion like it did in the past months. 

Skip Lane reported a blundered edge “starred reverse” copy from the Gallery Mint 
Museum. 

John Lorenzo wrote that he is currently investigating the infamous Mott token 
overstruck on a Coronet large cent. 
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Tom Reynolds reported on his activities at two June auctions. He represented seven 
individuals in the Superior sale, with four being successful. He represented four individuals in 
the B&M sale and all four were successful. Tom said, “Just because I purchase expensive 
coins does not mean they are for me. Part of my income is generated from auction 
representation and I will continue to do so in the future. Rumors do not help in my recovery!!!” 

Dennis Fuoss wrote a very interesting discussion entitled “Coin Slabbing - Good or Bad 
for Coin Collectors?” in which he discussed his opinions of the pros and cons (puns intended) of 
slabbing. He concluded that “the advent of professional coin grading and encapsulation has 
created huge opportunities for some players in the coin market, and has cost others dearly. The 
plain truth is that in the coin market, as in all other fields of human endeavor, the money flows to 
those with the vision to see the possibilities for new ideas, and the guts to translate those ideas 
into enterprises - is this a great country or what?” Indeed. This discussion brought further 
comments from Denis Loring, Steve Ellsworth, Peter Koch and John Lorenzo. 

Denis also commented on a “unique 1795 reeded edge liberty cap cent (S79,R7+) 
which was a full obverse brockage! This numismatic “treasure” was liberated from a junk box by 
Dr. Sheldon, and carried around for some time (pocket piece, or for luck?), and then GIVEN (?!!) 
to Homer K. Downing (thereby setting a very high standard for generosity that I encourage all of 
my fellow EAC members to emulate - just email me for my P.O. Box). My only record of this 
piece was its appearance in Superior’s Feb. 1974 sale of the Charles Ruby collection (lot 414), 
where it was sold for $5200 (or, $500 less than the lot which preceded it - a gem UNC S78). I 
would be very interested to hear where this coin has been residing since 1974.” Denis Loring 
responded, “Alan Brotman bought it in the Ruby sale. He traded it to me in November, 1974 
for an S-80 VG-8 and an S-264 in VF-20. He had ‘trader’s remorse’, though, and we reversed 
the trade in January of 1975. I’ve heard nothing of its whereabouts since.” 

Ward Van Duzer discussed using Lembit coin holders for storage. 

Steve Carr, Ray Hedberg and Greg Heim reported on the Early American Copper 
course that Steve and Doug Bird taught at the ANA Summer Seminar series. 

Greg also wrote concerning the status of the late Bob Schonwalter’s collection of half 
cents. It will be at least another year before they reenter commerce. 

Steve reported that he had obtained an 1835 N-18 at a very attractive price and that he 
received a beat-up 1837 cent in change (as a half dollar!!!). Who says you can’t find anything 
interesting in circulation these days? 

Jon Warshawsky passed on a request for information that he had received concerning 
a Machin’s Mill copper. 

Fred Iskra reported rebirth of the Late Date Collection Census List - “Common Cents”. 

Mike Demling reported on his eBay “transaction” in which he was the high bidder for an 
alleged, but evidently non-existent gripped edge half cent. He subsequently contacted eBay, 
and the alleged perpetrator, who went by multiple eBay user names, has apparently been 
banished. Mike latesta, Mark Switzer, Eric Cheung and Gene Braig provided additional 
information. Dan Demeo provided his general recommendations for dealing with sellers on 
eBay. 
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Ron Guth posted Adam Eckfeldt’s Mint employment contract on his coinfacts.com web 
site. This elicited comments from Kim Greeman and me. 

Ron also discussed a book about the 1793 yellow fever plaque entitled Bring Out Your 
Dead . John Wright responded that Doc Lapp had written an article on this for P-W in May, 
1968, and John D. Wilson, MD discussed the book and the epidemic at some length. 

Your humble correspondent presented evidence for the proof-only status of the 1831 
half cents and then discussed the pros and cons of cleaning coins. 

In the latter vein, John Wilson recommended not using ANYTHING to clean coins with 
choice surfaces. 

Gene Braig discussed the possible origin of the 1797 half cent edge varieties. He 
suggested that the “gripped edge” die was intended to be a “plain edge” die but was defective. 

Donovan Epling wrote about his interesting S81. “It has FI 5 details but nets out at 
VG7 because of roughness. It has obviously spent some part of its 204 year history in the 
ground but it’s not a bad looking cent in spite of that. What’s interesting is that it’s obviously 
quite a bit larger in diameter than a normal cent. It is also out-of-round. Measuring it from 
several different directions, I get 30.5 mm on average. The cent is also quite a bit thinner than a 
normal cent, about 2/3rds as thin. I don’t have any way to weigh it but it doesn’t seem to be 
much lighter, if any, than a normal cent. Sheldon says in Penny Whimsy that S81 can be found 
as small as 28 mm and as large as 30.5 mm with no further explanation.” Donovan would like 
additional information. 

Franklin Noel wrote that, “While attending a judicial conference in Portland, I killed a 
couple of hours between sessions at the Oregon Historical Society. There I discovered a 
fascinating story involving an 1835 Copper Cent. It seems that two partners in the early 
development of Portland flipped a coin in 1845 to see which of the partners would get to name 
the city they were in the process of founding. One of the two gentlemen was from Maine; the 
other was from Boston. The one who lost the coin toss told the story to an historian who 
interviewed him some 30+ years after the event. A transcript of the conversation was published 
in 1930 in the Oregon Historical Quarterly , Vol. 31, pp. 237,255 (1930). It seems the man from 
Maine decided to name the new town after Portland, Maine. If the other man had won the toss, 
the town would have been called Boston, 

A coin bequeathed by the will of the man who won the toss, purporting to be the original 
used in choosing the name of Portland, is in the archives of the Oregon Historical Society, and 
is currently on display there. I collect colonial copper and half cents, so I do not possess the 
expertise needed to tell you what variety of cent is in the Historical Society exhibit. It appears to 
be a very nice specimen of a circulated large cent dated 1835. 

I was wondering if you know if there is any mention of this piece of numismatic trivia in 
any of the back issue of Penny-Wise . I was thinking of writing a short piece about this for 
Penny-Wise if no one else has already done so.” The John responded that this was new to 
P-W and requested a write-up. 

Red Henry reported that the Fifth Edition of the Early-Date Report is in the mail. This 
free project now includes 138 private collections with well over 18,000 coins, and is published 
twice each year. 
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He also reported that he has prepared an article on several Sheldon varieties alleged to 
be R6 that are not quite so rare. The article appears elsewhere in this issue of P-W . 

Ron Manley requested information on the “edge lump” on 1825 Cl and C2 specimens. 

Roxanne Goldberg reported her continuing efforts to interest kids in collecting. She 
also reported her purchase of a 1934 off-center Buffalo nickel. Oh well, I guess even that is 
MOSTLY copper. She also reported on her visit to the ANA convention in Philadelphia, as did 

Greg and Lisa Heim, and Jerome Sajbel. 

Greg and Lisa also requested suggestions for the 2001 Half Cent Happening to be held 
in Fredericksburg, VA. 

Wes Rasmussen announced the passing of Robert Matthews after a long bout with 
cancer. Several members added their condolences and reminiscences. 

As Region 8 Chairman, Mark Switzer would say: “send [him] some email.” 

************* 


SWAPS AND SALES 

EAC'ers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. Ads up to twelve 
lines are free. ADS LARGER THAN 12 LINES MUST BE SUBMITTED CAMERA-READY, AND 
PAID IN ADVANCE. Due to increased production costs, effective immediately, a full page ad is 
$100. Graphic and halftone setup is an additional $60 per page. One third page is $35. Ads 
should be limited to early American Coppers or tokens. Deadline for material to appear in the 
November 15, 2000 issue is October 31, 2000. All ads must include the individual membership 
number of a current member in good standing. Copy should be sent to the Editor, Harry E. 
Salyards, 606 North Minnesota Avenue, Hastings, NE 66901. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE : 

Early American Coppers, Inc. publisher of Penny-Wise , does not examine any of the material 
advertised in Penny-Wise , nor does it review any of the advertising therein. Early American 
Coppers, Inc. assumes no responsibility or liability for any advertisement (or the material 
described therein) and no party shall have recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All 
transactions arising or relating to any advertisement in Penny-Wise shall strictly be between the 
parties thereto, Complaints concerning advertisers (or respondents) should be referred to the 
President of Early American Coppers, Inc,; complaints may result in abridgment, suspension, or 
terminations of membership or advertising privileges 


What others think of "The CENT Book" JOHN D. WRIGHT. EAC #7 

MARK KLEIN: The CENT Book is all I'd dreamed it could be and more. Reading it is like 
enjoying a personal chat with John. 

RICHARD STRILEY: Being a novice on large cents I found a number of other books 

confusing and hard to read. I have Adams, Breen, Grellman, Newcomb, Noyes, and 
Sheldon, but yours is the best. 

JULES REIVER: Your book is wonderful. This is the first coin book I have ever seen which 
can be used to attribute coins without having my coins available for checking. Your 
pictures are so sharp that they make attributing an absolute pleasure. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book" ad in this section. 


■*■■*■★*■***★■*■**★* 
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What others think of “The CENT Book”: 


Mabel Ann Wright, EAC #78 


TOM DELOREY: I especially like the historical notes at the beginning of each date. It lends a 
warm, human touch that is missing from most numismatic literature published since 
Sheldon. 

WARREN LAPP: I can see now why it took so long to get it into print. John didn’t leave out 
a thing. I am amazed at the photos. The book is perfect in every way, which is what I 
would expect from JDW. 

HERB SILBERMAN: Your book is beautiful! I congratulate you on the content. 

TONY CARLOTTO: The CENT Book is fantastic. The year-by-year history is a very nice touch 
and keeps you reading. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN See “The CENT Book” ad in this section. 




JERRY BOBBE, EAC #184 P.O. Box 25817 Portland, OR 97298 

(503) 626- 1075 

Madness, intrigue, political struggle, power, greed ... is it another pre-auction collusion 
session? No!! It’s a series of early coppers that weaves one though the dawn of the Industrial 
Revolution and American Independence, the French Revolution, the political and social ills of 
Britain, and the lives of the elite and the commoner. BRITISH TOKENS! Send for your free 
copy of The Token Examiner , the world’s most informative and entertaining price list of the 18 th 
Century Aconder@ series. Superb quality, great rarities, bizarre die states, errors, trial pieces 
and patterns our specialty. This series has it all; and with the exception of expensive US related 
colonials (i.e., Washington pieces, Theatre at New York, et al), at prices not seen by large cent 
collectors for over half a century! 


************ 


CHARLES DAVIS, EAC #142 P.O. Box 547 Wenham, MA 01984 


Sole distributor for United States Large Cents by William Noyes. 


Volume I (1793 - 1814) & Volume II (1816 - 1839) 
Volume I not available separately; Volume II only 
Encyclopedia of U S. Large Cents S-1 to S-91 


$240.00 postpaid 
$ 85.00 postpaid 
$ 65.00 postpaid 


PHIL FLANAGAN, EAC #425 PO Box 1288 

Phone (360) 240-8366 


Coupeville, WA 98239 
Fax (360) 240 - 8360 


BRITISH TOKENS of the 18 th century form a fascinating series of mostly copper coins that 
incorporate many ties with the United States. In general, this series of mostly half pence is of a 
similar size to U S. Large Cents. However, I must point out that this British series usually 
appears in better condition AND cheaper than our Large and Half Cents. Since we take the 3 
major credit cards AND have a 21 day return policy, there’s absolutely NO RISK! TRY US! 
Send for our free list listing hundreds of these beautiful coppers from FINE to PROOF. We also 
have many books on the subject which I’m sure you’ll agree, makes collecting much more fun 
and interesting. Call me right now at 1-800-613-8731 for your copy! 
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SCOTT WILLIAMS, EAC #681 


7221 Trading Post Lane Las Vegas, NV 89128 


1793 

S-1 

AG-3 

AMERI. VISIBLE 

$ 1,200 

1795 

S-75 

EF-45 


5,000 

1796 

S-89 

F-12 


1,300 

1798 

S-1 66 

VF-30 


950 

1801 

S-219 

F-15 


2,000 

1803 

S-253 

AU-50 


1,600 

1809 

S-280 

EF-40 


2,600 

1811 

S-287 

VF-30 


1,200 

1812 

S-289 

EF-40 


2,200 

1814 

S-294 

EF-40 


2,000 


Postage, add $3.20 for priority mail. I’m liquidating and have LOTS more. Call 702-254-1929 if 
interested. 




CVM 

Chris Victor-McCawley, EAC #1394 
P.O. Box 2967 
Edmond, OK 73083 
405-341 -2213 

My September / October price list is now available. Free upon request to EAC members. 

************* 


ALAN V. WEINBERG, EAC #1899 23321 Aetna Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

(818) 348-3749 

I am interested in acquiring ANY 1793 Wreath Cent (except S-6 and S-llc) in choice, true EF- 
45 to AU-58 (not “slab grade”). Well struck, good color, flawless fields, no rim dings. I will pay 
CQR “choice” +++. Particularly want Sheldon 5 Wreath in true 40 or better. 

Also want 1652 Massachusetts colonial silver coinage - Oak & Pine Tree. EF-40 or better, full 
undipped flan, well-struck and problem free. Particularly need OT 6 and 3 pence. 

I also collect “Old West” and “Deep South” old saloon and military fort trade tokens, silver Indian 
peace and pre-1900 American historical gold and silver medals. 


BILL MCKIVOR, EAC #4180 


P.O. Box 46136 


Seattle, WA 98146 


BmcKivor@iuno.com or Copperman@Thecoppercorner.com (206) 244-8345 

Dealer in quality tokens at reasonable prices. Specialist in English "Conder” tokens, Evasions, 

19 th Century tokens, historical medals, and more. New list out October first. 

Many EAC’ers receive my free lists - get yours today. 

Also - a work in progress - my new WEB SITE — - www.Thecoppercorner.com 
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GARY TRUDGEN, EAC #1889 


1729 Terrace Drive 


Vestal, NY 13850 


FOR SALE: 1787 NOVA EBORAC - Crosby 1-B 

F/VF. Reverse Figure Left variety. Late die state struck, off center to the upper left. Granular j 
surfaces with a couple patches of encrustation. Dark brown coloration with several light tan \ 
areas on the central devices. Partial legends and no date which is common for late die state I 
specimens. Good detail in the central devices. $110.00 

Send for a free list of colonial and state coppers. ii 


************* 


LATE DATE COLLECTIONS WANTED 

The response to my call for collection data for common cents has been excellent, and 
we’re progressing as planned with the initial report. But, fear not, there’s still time to join. As an 
advocate for one of the most intriguing areas of our hobby, don’t you think it’s time for you to 
stand up and be counted? 

To join, use the data matrix sheet listing the highest grade for each variety you have or 
send me the information via email. All collections are welcome whether you have one or all of 
the varieties. Your privacy and security are assured. No reference to your address will be 
published. Only common Cents members will receive a copy. 

common Cents - Fred Iskra, EAC #3124 - 236 E. Rooney Avenue, Appleton, MN 56208 

Fiskra@fedtel.net 

************* 


JIM YOUNG, JR., EAC #795 3906 Paddrick Road Darlington, MD 21034 

(410) 457-5402 

LARGE CENTS FOR SALE: 

1838 N-13 Late die state, with cud obv. @ 7 o’clock, choice VG $ 65 

1856 N-3 Late die state with rim cud at stars 12 & 13, nice red & brown, uncirculated 330 

************* 

GREG HEIM, EAC #3619 PO Box 7652 North Brunswick, NJ 08902-7652 

(732) 297-8661 from 10 AM to 9 PM ET, E-mail: gango4@optonline.net 

WANTED TO BUY: 

EAC 25 th Anniversary and EC 2000 medals in silver. If you have one available, please contact 
me with your asking price. 


************* 
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TOM REYNOLDS, EAC #222 PO Box 24529 Omaha, NE 68124 

(402) 895-3065 


1811 

C#2 

R3 

VF30 $ 

3150 

Brown with smooth surfaces. Tiny rev. rim nick at 2:00. A+ 

1826 

C#1 

R1 

AU50+ 

265 

Two-tone brown with smooth, frosty surfaces. A+ 

1850 

C#1 

R2 

XF45 

215 

Medium brown with smooth, glossy surfaces. A+ 

1793 

S-9 

R2 

G4 

875 

Brown with smooth, glossy surfaces. Some weakness on rev. A+ 

1796 

S-88 

R4 

VG10 

1150 

Brown with smooth surfaces. Some marks. Ex-Superior, Jack 
Robinson, 1-1989, Lot 159. A 

1798 

S-1 84 

R2- 

XF40 

3150 

Brown with smooth, glossy surfaces. Tied for CC#10. A++ 

1801 

S-219 

R2 

VG8 

525 

3 Errors. Brown with smooth surfaces. A+ 

1802 

S-237 

R2 

AU50 

4900 

Brown with smooth, glossy surfaces. CC#6. A+ 

1810/09 

S-281 

R1 

VF20+ 

1175 

Brown with smooth surfaces. LDS. A+ 

SEND 

NAME AND ADDRESS TO 

RECEIVE FREE PRICE LISTS. 
************* 


JOSEPH V DOOLEY, EAC #2409 PO Box 1572 Hurst, TX 76053 

OVER 1800 LARGE CENTS FOR SALE 

Here is an opportunity to fill some holes. Many of these coins can be had for as little as $8. 
Some as high as $1000. They have all been graded and attributed by a noted third party 
expert. All are priced to sell. Three lists are available - for Early, Middle, and Late Dates. 
Please send a “9 x 4 S.A.S.E.” with 55<t postage for each list. Postage will be refunded with first 
order from any list. 


************* 


DENIS W. LORING, EAC #11 P.O. Box32115 Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33420 


1803 

S-258 

MS-60+ 

Ex EAC '89:147 as 63 (Noyes) 

$ 5750 

1 807/6 

S-273 

XF-40+ 

Lovely faded mint color, terrific eye appeal, ex Robinson 609 

1750 

1819 

LD N2 

MS-63 


1000 

1826 

N4 

MS-60+ 

Ex B&M 9/96:49. 

900 

1828 

N6 

MS-63 

Ex EAC '89:293 as 65 (Noyes) 

2500 

1831 

N3 

MS-65 

Ex EAC ’89:322 as 65 (Noyes) 

1750 

1834 

LD, LS, LL N6 

AU-55 

Tied for CC-3, ex-Nicholas:580 as 60 (Bland). 

3750 

1835 

LD N1 

MS-64 


2250 

1838 

N10 

MS-60 

Ex-Nicholas 61 1 as 60+ (Bland) 

550 


************* 


WILLIAM C. NOYES, EAC #353 Box 428 Monument Beach, MA 02553 

BRAND NEW 

CQR / NOYES CONDITION CENSUS, 1793 S-1 through 1814 S-295 

• Same small format as CQR - easy to carry to shows. 

• All modern coin histories - listing grades and prices. 

• Absolutely essential for every buyer of large cents. 

• Top 12 to 20 coins listed for each variety. 

Now available! 

Send all orders to me at the above address. Cost $35 plus $3 postage. 


************ 
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ATTRIBUTION & GRADING SERVICE 


I offer an attribution and grading service for Half Cents and Large Cents. This includes the 
variety designation, die state (if appropriate), and my opinion of the sharpness and net grade. 
This info will be placed on a personalized 2x2 card to accompany each coin. Price for the 
service is $1 per coin, plus return postage. No quantity limit, fast service, lifetime guarantee. 

Please note I am sold out of the Attribution Guide for United States Large Cents 1840 - 1857 . 
Estimated publication date for the third edition is 2002. 

BOB GRELLMAN, EAC #575 PO Box 951988 Lake Mary, FL 32795-1988 

(407) 321 - 8747 


EXCEPTIONAL COPPER FROM THE 1790’s: British tokens and books about them. We 

publish Dalton and Hamer, distribute the new 19 th century copper token reference and stay in 
close touch with the British token market. We offer hundreds of 18 th century “Conder” tokens 
each year as well as other series including 19 th century copper, silver and (occasionally) gold 
tokens, British medals, British copper currency and out-of-print and important books and 
catalogs about tokens. Write for a free catalog. 

Allan Davisson EAC #3299 Cold Spring, MN 56320 (our full address) 

(320) 685-3835 FAX (320) 685-8636 email: davcoin@aol.com 




JON LUSK, #351 Penny-Wise on CD-ROM (Version 2) 

• Contains all 30 years (1967 - 1996) 

• Contains all EAC auctions with prices realized entered alongside lot description 
(includes Bill Noyes color photos for '83 thru ’87) 

• Easier variety searchings 

• Windows / DOS / Mac compatible Cost: $117.00 

Shipping and Handling 4.00 

Credit for returning old Version 1 CD-ROM - (-$40.00) 


New member credit if joined in last 6 months (-$10.00) 


vSend to: 

Digital Dynamics 
3055 Plymouth Rd. 

Total 


Ann Arbor, Ml 48105 

Check one: 


(734) 995-2400 

j DOS/Windows | ] Mac 


★ * * 
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RON MANLEY, EAC #3909 


300 Turnberry Circle 


Brentwood, TN 37027 


Now Available for Sale: “The Half Cent Die State Book: 1793-1857” 

This 300-page hardbound reference book was the winner of the 1999 EAC Literary Award. 
Edited by Bob Grellman, it is packed with new and updated information on all business strike 
half cent varieties. Separate obverse and reverse descriptions are provided for each die state. 
Also included are over 250 plated die states, emission sequence revisions, rarity estimates, 
reverse rotation data for each variety, references to major copper sales, blundered edge 
examples, and more. All photographs are large (3-inch diameter for varieties; 2-inch diameter 
for die states). 

$75.00, postpaid (autographed on request) 

************* 


DR. WALLACE LEE, EAC #594 102 Conda Ln. Oxford, Ml 48371 

1-248-628-2717 


A lack of space is causing me to sell the following: 

1. 75 issues of P-W from 1988 to 2000 plus the indexes and the EAC Sale catalogs and the 
history booklet that was published in 1998. 

2. An extra group of 5 EAC Sale catalogs sold by Money Tree at a cost of $20. 

3. Deluxe edition of “U S. Half Cents 1793 - 1857” by Bowers and Ruddy. 

4. “PCGS Population Report” for March 1991. 

5. “History of the National Numismatic Collections” by Clain-Stefanelli. 

6. Bowers and Merena Cat. Of Louis Eliasberg, May 1996. 

7. Hard cover copy of “Roger Cohen Collection of Half Cents,” Feb. 1992, new (original cost 
was $40). 

8. Gene Reale cat. Of large cents and half cents, Sotheby’s, Jan. 1998. 

Sell for $100 plus UPS says $45 shipping = $ 145 . 

************* 
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Give him/her a 

VE<%X S<PECIAL gi<FT 


SPECIAL to Current EAC Members 

$100 Postpaid 

(List Price $125 Postpaid) 

Or Get An Autographed Copy 
Direct from the Author 

John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Dr. 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 




The Benson Collection 

of United States Coinage 

Part 1 

February 18, 19, 20, 2001 



Second Finest Known 


1839 
MS-63 


Tied Finest Known 



1849 Cent N-8 
MS-62 

Tied Second Finest Known 


The Benson Collection assembled in the 1930's to 1940% 
represents a wide range of numismatic treasures. From a 
significant collection of Colonial coinage with over 100 
examples, to Half Cents from 1793-1857. The Benson 
Collection also Includes a spectacular collection of Large 
Cents with several ex Newcomb examples. Cataloged 
and graded by Del Bland. Make plans to attend this very 
important auction today! 

CONSIGN NOW! 



1857 (Small Date) Cent 
N-2 
MS-65 

Second Finest Known 


TO OUR FEBRUARY 18, 19, 20, 2001 AUCTION 

This offer is limited to the first 500 lots accepted before December i, 2000 


0% Seller's Commission 5% Seller's Commission 

On lots selling for £1000 or more On lots selling for under £1000 



LM 838 
LM 845 



Ira & Larry Goldberg Coins & Collectibles 
350 S. Beverly Drive • Suite 350 • Beverly Hills, Ca. 90212 
Tel 310-551-2646 / 800-978-2646 / Fax 310-551-2626 
www.goldbergcoins.com 

East Coast Representative Donald Hosier 732-701-0454 / 201-220-5793 


Ira & Larry Goldberg 

Members of ANA over 30 years 


Principals in the Acquisition of the S.S. Central America "Ship of Gold" 
The Largest Purchase in the History of Numismatics 

Bonded California Auctioneer No. 3S95453300 


Ira 8c Larry Goldberg 

Members of PNG over 30 years 



Pre-Long Beach Sale 

Beverly Hills, October 1-3, 2000 


FEATURING A SPECTACULAR SELECTION OF LARGE CENTS 

The Copper Experts™ Superior Galleries and McCawley-Grellman are proud to offer a fine 
selection of Large Cents in our 4,000+ lot October Pre-Long Beach Sale. This sale features 
many rarely seen before pieces, including the extremely rare (1832) Andrew Jackson Hard 
Times Token Low-1 in Brass. Highlights from the sale are illustrated below. 



1 795 Large Cent S-74 R-4 
PCGS About Uncirculated-50 
Lettered Edge 




1828 Large Cent 
N-4 R-4 VF30 


1832 Large Cent 
N-1 R-2 

PCGS Mint State-65 Brown 



(1832) Andrew Jackson 
Hard Times Token 
Low-1 in Brass 
(Rulau-IA, Low-166) 
Rarity-8 

About Uncirculated-55. 
Extremely Rare 



1808 Turban Head Large Cent S-277 
Ex Jackman-Hines-Sheidon R-2 
PCGS Mint State-66 Brown. 


1 838 Large Cent 
N-1 1 R-6+ (as a proof) 
PCGS Proof-64 Red 


1839 Booby Head 
Large Cent 
N-1 2 R-4+VF30 


AUCTION PREVIEW : 

By Appointment 

Mon., Sept. 18 through Fri., Sept. 29 
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 

No Appointment Necessary 

Sat., Sept. 30 through Tues., Oct. 3 
9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 

ABSENTEE E-BIDDING : 

www.superiorgalleries.com 


AUCTION INQUIRIES : 

Contact Steve Deeds 
Director of Numismatics 

steve@superiorgalleries.com 

1-800-421-0754 x 230 

CATALOGUE ORDERS : 
1-800-421-0754 x 215 

$15 (U.S.) / $22.50 (Canada or Mexico) 
/ $30 (Overseas) 


The Copper Experts ™ 


SUPERIOR 

McCawley-Grellman 


Half Cents and Large Cents sold 
in association with McCawley-Grellman 



AUCTIONEER 

ANA 

2001 

N ATI 0 N A L 
MONEY SHOW „ 




BEVERLY HILLS 

We Buy and Sell Great Collections n 



Steven C. Markoff Steve Deeds LM 985 
PNG 289 Ed Grundy LM 5167 


9478 West Olympic Blvd., Beverly Hills, California 9021 2-4246 Tel: 310-203-9855 Fax:310-203-0496 www.superiorgalleries.com 


